

&ueJu/bk*/x$ 


won't go aurtu/. 


and Worse. 


AWfAORE. 


Tfear it'd 


CJ'm atvafa. 
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f DID YOU N 
FICSMSH 

WHATEVER YOU 
WERE WRITING 
V ABOUT? A 


CYAN.? 


^ IS ^ 

SOMETHING 
t WRONG? J 


YOU ^ 
NEED TO 
START GETTING 
TO BED 

V EARLIER, y 


^ A LITTLE > 
DIZZY, 1 JUST 
NEED TO EAT 
t SOMETHING., 


MY X 
~ TEACHERS ^ 
GAVE US A TON 
OF HOMEWORK 
THE LAST 
COUPLE OF . 
k WEEKS, A 


r HE'S RIGHT, ^ 
WE KEEP SEEING 
LIGHTS ON UNDER 
. YOUR DOOR, a 


y^ YOU ^ 
SHOULDN'T BE 
STAYING UP UNTIL 
MIDNIGHT EVERY 

day. ^A 


V MIDNIGHT'S ^ 
TOO LATE FOR A 
SCHOOL NIGHT. I 
NEED YOU TO GET 
IT DONE AFTER 
^ SCHOOL, A 


OKAY? 
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CfuA&ft CjA temfuf 
utfAo, 

myvmbm- SdpeeM 
a&wt tfa^dadMcm 


ncmzty$4 
-$£ KMct t& $£ 

mam&d t&* Pbm 


Tkcwjft iHom mv&l 
womU f a&mt 

that. CftfAT£4fe, 
doz&l't tM4t W& - 


$nA QAmrntf4WM& 

i& tSt&iA id 

doym. %wd of &nge£. 


tfMnofiody ca/Ufr 
a&out that tk&taM 
iJmg danft ev&i/ 
^ruour $£<£iUt, 


Japed Ud - 
A^-L ojf zid 


is ^ppsm^ tr 

&m. t$j)ft£miwq 

Amt%6od... 















"FOR FIFTEEN YEARS YOU 
WERE DEAD, AT LEAST 
THAT'S WHAT I THOUGHT. 


"I TRIED MOURNING FOR YOU BUT 
1 COULDN'T. YOU WERE MY OWN 
DAMN BROTHER AND I COULDN'T 
FEELATHING. BECAUSE I KNEW... 


"...I KNEW SOMETHING 
WAS WRONG WITH YOU. 
1 THINK YOU WERE JUST 
BORN THAT WAY. 


"BECAUSE 
IT SEEMED 
LIKE BAD 
THINGS 
HAPPENED 
AROUND 
YOU/ 


r CMON, ^ 
AL-FIGHT 
ITf ^ 


"THINGS LIKE 
PEOPLE GETTING 
HURT- -OR KILLED. 


"AND NEVER ONCE DID IT SEEM 
TO FAZE YOU. INSTEAD, YOU 
WERE LIKE A GODDAMN WALL. 
YOU COULDN'T FEEL NOTHING, 


"AND JUST 
LIKE YOU, 1 
DIDN'T FEEL 

anything 

EITHER. 


"...IS I WISH YOU 
HAD STAYED DEAD, 


■'NOW- ALL I THINK 
ABOUT- AND THIS IS 
THE GOD'S HONEST 
TRUTH... 


►KAY 1 




"SO THE TRUTH |$ r WHEN 

‘ vis » 

I HEARD YOU WERE DEAD, 


WHAT I FELT MORE THAN 


ANYTHING WAS RELIEF. 

1 wj * 1 r* 
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"AND THIS GIRL. 
CHRIST-SHE'S A WHOLE 
OTHER STORY." 


r WHAT % 
THE HELL 
YOU TRYING 
v TO DO? > 


SOMETHING 


MAYBE 

NOTHING 


I DON'T 
KNOW. 


BUT WHEN 
THAT VAMPIRE 
BIT HIM, IT INFECTED 
HIM WITH SOME 
IX KIND OF VIRUS. A 

-i 

I t: - 


’ MENTALLY' 
IT'S LIKE HIS 
. BRAIN IS--J 


1 THINK IT'S 
BLEEDING- 
INTERN ALLY. 


GODDAMN 

YOU, 


MTM£ 


r I NEED TO 
GET INSIDE 
w. HIM. 
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r ~ 

I'M GETTING 
BLOCKED 
. OUT. a 


CHRIST 


YOU 

OKAY? 


NYXJ 


EVERYTHING 

IS. 


HE'S 

covvit re i f 

■3N M'S 
t>WT> 
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I'M TIRED OF 
RUNNING AWAY 
FROM THIS 
. MADNESS, >■ 


NO 

MORE 


m ' 

MR£I 


ARE YOU 
LISTENING?' 
I'M RIGHT 
V HERE, A 







COME 
G€T WE, 


- UX 




















YOU'RE ^ 
r GOING TO 
TRY AND SGARf 
. ME WITH MY 
\ COSTUME? > 


JESUS 

CHRIST 


COSTUME! 
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" YOU R ^ 
UNt?£Rf>TOOt? 
THAT, OR WHAT 
. TMAT M£AN£. . 


FONT 
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I WAS THE ONE ^ 
CONTROLLING OUR 

powers. silently: you 

THOUGHT fT WAS THE OTHER 
^ mYAROUW. ^ 


r 0UTIVE ^ 
0EEN FEEDING 

off you, 

. EVSRy VAY , 


anp you 

LET IT 
HAPPEN. 


THE 

■QUESTION 

you MUST ASK 
. /ourself- j 
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HOW 
Plff THAT 
NAPPE N? 


^ yOU HAP ^ 
THE POWER AN£? 
THE CHANCE TO LIVE 
^ LIKE A SOP. ^ 


r 50 1 TOOK ^ 
OVER. WAITING 
for you TO 

RE/WE/VIEER. 


"YOU FORGOT 
THAT/ F0R60T 
wny you were 

. CREATED 


r NOW J T 
5 EE IT IN 
youR EyE£ 
l AGAIN* A 


r THAT ANGER 
THAT RA&g, 
THAT LU &T .k 

POR rtiildfN* 


r 1 CAN ^ 
U£E THAT 
HARNE&& 

L it J 


m 


Wff&lJWA \ 1 

■ |p 

SK v tH 



E£yV\ 1 ; 

RjwuHpip .< 







r£$pzaAii 

iuatmapzyou 


LIKE 

youR 

WIFE. 


^ KEEP ^ 
HER OUT OF 
v THIS. v 


£HE TOOK YOUR 

r veal frje mi? mo youR ^ 

&£& hWZt-U$TgP OVER HIM 
ANV UAVtfl&CMW. THEN 6?ttA9 
ute TH/VT Y&U OOULPNT 
^ l 4 A\/F CHILDREN 


r$OH' X 

you.j& 


w you ^ 

WBtzm'T 

STERILE. $\A£ 


MOTTO H4VE 

youR 

L CHFLtt U 
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_jT e i" 

£■?> : - y 
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IT WASN'T 
LIKE THAT. 
SHE LOVED 
ME, 


r Keep ^ 
T£LUN£ 
yoaR^ip 
l THAT, j 




MAYgg 
£>OM£ tW 
YOU'LL 

eeusvz TLlAT 
Lie, 
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r ,.,/QU ^ 
KNOW Wt4AT 

you must 

^ QO. ^4 


DONE 


r SPAWN > 
HAS JUST 
TAKEN IKE 
v BAIT, a 


r TIME TO > 
GET YOURSELF 
PREPARED, 

L. MORAN A. a 
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LOOK 
AT 
HI (VI. 


^ MARC... "N 
COME HERE. 

I NEED YOU TO 
v SEE THIS, y 


WHAT 
IS IT? 


JUST 
COME 
HE RE. 


HE SUDDENLY 

w BECAME CALM AND I ^ 
WASN'T TOUCHING HIM. 1 
DON'T KNOW IF THAT'S A GOOD 
. OR BAD THING. WHAT DO a 
YOU THINK? 


WHERE 

& mt?! 


' /Wf \ 
WIFE/ X 
NEEt? 
TO PIN# 
v HER. 


WHO..,? 


^ A NP XU v 
Kill ANYONE 
THAT (5ET6 IN 
v MY WAY ✓ 


!M, 





>.,V, 




i Jkz&'d -Stood. thz 

woffld. £k tkzdo&t, 
Jn tfas/Uigd... 


C7 Ah&uMH't tfe, SkcwM 
piz dcu&dyytz. CMlD&d. 


1Qwh not t$u& tome. 
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r YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
KILL MY MOM 
AREN'T 

L YOU? . 


,T0@E CONTINUED 
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TO. BECAUSE 
S. ME" ^ 


,: ^3 
■ . 


CAH T you 

MAR 

v IT?/ . 


r WHY DO^ 
YOU HAVE 
TO KILL MY 
, MOM--? , 


HEAR 

WHAT? 


1 $$jk' ifv-jjBL v^h |£ -i K;’" &, 

-’TeNUkl 

It « , 



rT '' "Y' " 
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MET s*-' 
i-rv ■■ 

Iawiujm; 


&HE HAD SEEN ALL 
THIS BLOOD BEFORE 

IN HER -visions: 


Rivers of it. lakes 

OF II A WHOLE WORLD 
DROWNED IN BLOOD 


Yet the only one -- the 

ONLY THING- -WILLING TO 
STOP IT WAS SPAWN. SO HE 
SAVED THEM. EVERY LAST 
ONE OF THEM, DESPITE 
THEIR HATRED OF HIM 
AND FOR ONE ANOTHER . 


HAVE 

MERCY 

ON US 


Me saved them 

THE ENTIRE 
HUMAN RACE. 


NOW THIS LITTLE 
GIRL'S LAST 
THOUGHT IS,,, 
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HE'S 
COMING 
TO KILL 
YOU, 


&HE TRIES TO GRASP WHV THE 
PREMONITIONS HAVE RETURNED, 


AS SHE STANDS 
TREMBLING, SHE 
ONCE MORE 
WISHES FOR THE 
AID OF HER 
GRANDMOTHER „ 


Cyan. r . 
come to 
me. 


$HE KNOWS THIS IS 
ANOTHER VISION— 
ANILLUSION-YET 
SHE OBEYS ANYWAY. 


The cold presence of 

ANOTHER , AND THOUGH HER 
ROOM IS WARM, CYAN 1$ ABLE 
TO SEE HER OWN BREATH. 


AS SHE TURNS l SHE ALREADY 
KNOWS WHAT WILL BE THERE. 
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Wrap 
the old 

BOOTLACE 
AROUND 
A KNIFE . 


Come 

closer. 


1 have 
something 
tg tell 
vou... 


The lace is the link to 

SPAWN -ONCE USED TO 
STITCH HIS WOUNDS,* 


Whispered 

INSTRUCTIONS 
ARE GIVEN . 


That act of 

COMPASSION 
MADE THE LACE A 
TALISMAN AND A 
TALISMAN CAN 
3E A POWERFUL 
WEAPON . 


3HE TELLS 
HERSELF SHE 
CAN DO THIS. 















f LJC 'C > 

ALREADY 
, HERE, 


5HE HEARS THE 
MOANING. 


The 

CRIES 


HURRY, CYAN- YOUR 
MOTHER NEEDS YOU. 


OHMY 


60171 


1 













^ I SWEAR > 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO GIVE ME A 
HEART ATTACK 
v ONE TIME, v 


THAT WAS" 
UNBELIEVABLE 


HAVING BEEN 
IN THE ROOM 
FOR ALL OF IT 
A WITNESS TO 
EVERY MOVE 
HER BODY AND 
MOUTH WERE 
MAKING. 


HE'D THOUGHT THOSE 
intense cries of pleasure 
WERE ONLY FOR HIM, 


He cannot move 





Peed off 
his ANGER 


And ASHE HIDES IN 
THE FAR REACHES OF 
THE ROOM , HE BEGINS 
TO LET HIS COSTUME 
FEED OFF HIS EMOTIONS. 


r I HATE ^ 
TO WRECK 
THE 

MOMENT, 
BUT.., J 


r WE NEED ^ 
TO GET GOING. 

I PROMISED 
GRANNY WE'D 
PICK HER UP IN 
v AN HOUR. > 


I LOVE 
YOU, 
TERRY, 


KNOW. 


I'M A 
LUCKY 
MAN, 


^ AND SHE x 
DOESN'T LIKE 
US BEING 
LATE. ^ 


W I DON'T ^W, 
7 KNOW WHAT'S N 
BUGGING HER 
LATELY, SHE SEEMS 
TO BE STRESSING 
OUT OVER 
s. EVERY LITTLE / 
X THING. / 


^1'VE NOTICED 
THE SAME THING 
MAYBE SHE'S 
JUST... ^ 





WAHVA 


DEAR 

GOD-- 


GET 

AWAY 

FROM 

. IT. J 


Adrenaline explodes into 

THE SYMBIOTIC COSTUME ... 
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FILLING ITS 
NEED TO TOUCH 
HATRED . 


In return the living 

TISSUE FEEDS SPAWN 
WITH MYRIAD DIZZYING 
THOUGHTS AND IMAGES ; 


^ WO] 

NOTHING 0UTA 
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GOD \ 
DAMN 
YOU 7 

f THE HELL 

AWAY 

\ FROM MY 
\ WIFE" y 


your 

. WlF£f! 


XWAPWER 


^ AMP > 
HETOOJi 
T MAT 
FROM 
V Mg. y 


^ PUT > 
HIM DOWNi 
YOU'RE 
HURTING 

^ him: A 


you 

WERE 

MINE. 


YOU’RE 

WRONG 


- HE DIDN'T ^ 
TAKE IT" I GAVE 
^ IT TO HIM. ^ 







r YOU ^ 

LEAVE MY 

MOM 
l ALONE' j 


OR 


BABV 
6ET 
OUT OF 
HERE- 

RUtft A 
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r SHE SAID YOU ^ 
NEED TO TAKE MY 
MOM BACK TO T HE 

. BEST OF TIMES: 


rue 

ggGTOf 

times,- 


SEE ISSUE 18 


GRANNY 
SAID TO 
GIVE YOU A 
.MESSAGE,, 


^ SHE SAID > 
YOU'LL KNOW 
WHAT THAT 
V MEANS, ^ 


JUST 

LEAVE 

THEM 

ALONE 


X DON'T X 
HURT MY 
FAMILY, rLL DO 
WHATEVER YOU 
^ want, y 










^ 1 HAVE TO 

DO SOMETHING,,. I 
DON'T KNOW WHERE 
THEY WENT. ^ 


ITS 

OKAY f 

DADDY. 


WHERE'S 

THE 

PHONE? 


HE TOOK 
HER, HE TOOK 
YOUR MOM... 


PROMISE 


^ STAY HE RE. ^ 
1 HAVE TO CALL 
. SOMEONE, 


WHAT? 


"GRANNY 
TOLD ME 
GET HER." 







ma 

PLACE, 


VC YOU ^ 
v m a 


r HE ^ 
BROUGHT 
ME HERE 
t ONCE 


HE RENTED > 
A SMALL BOAT, 
TOOK US QUITO 
THE MIDDLE OF 
^ THE LAKE, ^ 


THEN v HE x 
HE, ASKED 
"wl ME TO 
\ MARRY 
HIM. > 


She remembers that day with perfect 

CLARITY THE LAKE WAS LIKE A MIRROR, THE 
SUN WARM ON HER FACE , NEARBY THEY COULD 
HEAR THE SOUND OF CHILDREN'S LAUGHTER, 


Though wow its the same 
PLACE SEEN THROUGH A 
MADMAN'S EYES l 
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Xj PONT WAVE A ^ 
CHOICE X N££P T Ott 
> FR&& of you. > 


^ THAT X 
REALLY WAS THE 
BEST OF OUR 
^ TIMES. 


^ NOW WHAT? ^ 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
V KILL ME? ^ 


. m ^ ALL I DIO WAS X. 

/pope t\ / TRY TO CARRY ON-TO > 
X ZiZ [ TRY AND GET PAST THE PAIN 

FROM V^- -4. OF MY HUSBAND'S DEATH . 

ME? f ^ WHAT DO YOU KNOW WHAT A 
-f ABOUT ME W THAT'S LIKE..,? ^ M 

{ BRING FREE } 

OF YOU! J M 


r TO HAVE X 
SOMEONE 
LEAVE YOU AND 
BREAK YOUR 
HEART AT THE 
L^SAfWE TIME? V 


r YOU WANT ^ 
TO BE FREE OF 
ME? THEN 
FQR&ETm. 
FORGET I EVER 
^ EXISTED. J A 


x killing you x 
STOPS MB F ROM 

thinking x ms 

EV£R HUMAN TO 

v 0£<SIN WITH, > 


CAN'T, 


Zr TVS X 
ALRSAVY > 

vzm x Keep 

COM\HG BACK 
TO WHAT 1 PIP 
Sv TO YOU. A 


TO OS. 


r AND < 
KILLING ME 
RIDS YOU 
OF THAT 
. GUILT? a 





^ AND N 
WHAT IF 1 
FORGIVE 
. YOU... 


...OF YOUR ' 
Sl'N OF KILLING 
OUR UNBORN 
V CHILD, J 


TM£N 

5AY 

IT. 


^ I CANT N 
FORGIVE YOU 
v FOR THAT 


I'M 

SORp, 


but if m ^ 

r HUSBAND IS 
SOMEWHERE 
INSIDE YOU. r , TELL 
HIM THAT I 
L. LOVED HIM. A 










Its the 

KNIFE- 
BURIED 
DEEP BY A 
CHILD'S 
HAND 


Sven more 

POWERFUL 
IS WHAT IS 
WRAPPED 
AROUND 
THAT KNIFE. 


A S HE 

CONTEMPLATES 
HIS NEXT MOVE, 
A SHARP PAIN 
CUTS THROUGH 
THE CORE OF 
HIS BODY. 


A SYMBOL 
OF THAT 
WHICH NO 
MAN MAY PUT 
ASUNDER,' 


An 

UNBREAK- 

ABLE 

BOND 

WITH 

NEITHER 

BEGINNING 

NOR 

ENDING. 


WANPA 


/' I 

■V w 

r."- 

r | ■. 
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A SPECIAL 
LACE , 
HOLDING A 
PRECIOUS 
SYMBOL. 
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W THIS 
• WAY' 
|k HURRY, 


r my MOM- 
I CAN FEEL HER 
SHE'S STILL 
V ALIVE' ^ 


^ I DON'T ^ 
CARE ABOUT 
THAT, 


IF YOUR ^ 
r GRANDMOTHER n 
ALREADY KNEW THIS 
PLACE EXISTED- 
SHE S EVEN MORE 
\ GfFTED THAN 1 . 

V IMAGINED. 


JESUS, 

CYAN.' 


NOT NOW, 
WE NEED TO 
FIND MY.„ 


Of AN! 


QUIET. 


SOME- 

THINGS 

COMING. 





YOU 

OKAY, 

MOM? 


SWEETIE 


COME 


^ SHE NEEDS 
YOU AND YOUR V" 
. STRENGTH. J 5 


WHAT t HOW' RE 
ABOUT YOU 
YOU? a FEELING 
AL? , 


W YOUR ^ 
r DAUGHTER 1 
FOUND ME" 
SOMEHOW-- I 
DON'T KNOW 
k HOW SHE A 
k DID IT* A 


r SOMETHING ^ 
HAPPENED OUT 
THERE, THE 
COSTUME 


r BUT IT 1 

APPEARS 
I'M NOT 
THE ONLY 
WITCH 
AROUND 
k HERE. J 


IT WAS ^ 
CONTROLLING 
ME-- THEN 
IT JUST LEFT 
k. ME, ^ 


DISAPPEARED 
INTO THE 
^ LAKE, ^ 


^ I DIDN'T ^ 
THINK IT WAS 
. POSSIBLE. „ 


r BUT I 
THINK I’M 
FREE OF 
IT. > 















TO ee CONTINUE 
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The same 

THOUGHT 
HAS RACED 
REPEATEDLY 
THROUGH 
HER MIND. 
PLAYING 
OUT OVER 
AND OVER 
AGAIN , 


Unaware- 

she 

WHISPERS 

THE 

THOUGHT 
ALOUD . 


■She remembers , 

wor LONG 4(30, H/HiFjV 
SHF ENSLAVED THIS 
BLACK , MONSTEROUS 
SYMBIOTE ,* 


Stealing it 
away from 
its chosen 

HOST- THE 

HELLSPAWN 


The creature 

NEVER FORGOT NOR 
FORGAVE THAT ACT 


/}nD TONtG HT IT IN TEND S 
TO REMIND THIS YOUNG 
WITCH -exactly WHO IS 
MASTER -- AND WHO IS THE 

&IAVZ. 










The child calls out. hoping 

HER GODESSS WILL SOMEHOW 
SAVE HER 


Silence is all 

SHE GETS BACK. 


(Aiderstanding this , 

THE COSTUME TIGHTENS 
ITS GRIP OVER THE GIRL'S 
ENTIRE BODY. MELDING 
AND RESHAPING ITSELF. 


(/nth its 

VICTIMS 

desperate 
ATTEMPTS 
SUBSIDE AND 
THE TRANS- 
FORMATION 
NEARS 

COMPLETION . 
LED BY THE 
FACT THAT ALL 
NATURE IS 
REPULSED BY 
HER TOUCH . 


Rejection by her 

ENVIRONMENT IS MORE 
THAN SHE CAN BEAR -- 

















—AND ONLY REINFORCES 
HER REPETSVE THOUGHT. 


00 SOiV'L 

THING.' 

^ SHE'S 
SUFFOCATING/ J 


r it's « 

OKAY, ISMC 
MOM.. IT 

WONT BE SHE'S 
STAYING NOT THE 
v LONG, A ONE, , 


P£RMAPf> 
YOU-E£ 
Rl SWT 


p 0UT ^ 
X STILL 
WAVE TIME 

TO K/ti 

L YOU. 


I 1 JHGI? ’^PrL K^- - ' (/t . // / / 

| / AA 

up %V ^ V\U sm*-' j-..,. § 
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‘YOU'D 
NEVER 
HAVE 
BONDED 
TO 

SIMMONS 

WITHOUT 

M &" 


THAT'S 

mou&tif 


r thisismkv^- — 

v TERRITORY /" r AND ^ 

-j YOU'LL GET 

I 1 NOTHING 
\ UNLESSI 
V ALLOW IT, 


f OR N 
HAVE YOU 
FORGOTTEN 
WHO YOUR 
MASTER 
V IS? a 


I m THE ONE 

THAT GAVE YOU 
YOUR CHANCE 
AT FREEDOM.' 


AWAY FROM 
MALEBOLGIA'S 
CESSPOOL . 










"1 WAS THE ONE 
WHISPERING IN 
MALEBOLGIA'S EAR. 

CONVINCING HIM 
YOU WERE WORTHY 
ENOUGH.,." 


Wif- 


THERE 


f THAT'S Ni 
WHERE 
YOU'LL FIND 
REAL 

k POWER ! / 


^ 6Y > 
BETRAYING 

m 

.ORDERS' 


^ STRONG < 
ENOUGH -YQ 
ASSUME THE MANTLE 
^ OF HELL SPAWN. ^ 


f IE YOU \ 
WANT 
POWER SO 
BADLY, I'LL 
SHOW YOU 
WHERE IT 

v is- y 


--THIS IS' 
HOW YOU 

REPAY 

. ME?! j 



. \ S' 

ia 

j* 

. . ■' 

/ 



1 A 

} 1 a 








K 0UT ^ 4 

EE/WE/W0£R- 
I KNOW WMdT 
IT FEEL A LIKE 
TO 0£ 4 

L> £C>l2 > 


0E CAREFUL 

hawt you're 

PKOMNN6. , 


I'LL NOT 
0£ AWE A 

fOOL . 











^ I'VE NO > 
INTENTION OF 
CHEATING 
V YOU. ^ 


AS FOR YOU 
SIMMONS... 


" YOU'RE 
ALL COMING 
, WITH ME. „ 


- I'M NOT ^ 
TAKING CYAN 
ANYWHERE 
.WITH HIM. , 


WE DON'T 
HAVE A 
CHOICE, 


FOR 

NOW. 


x BUT1 A 
SWEAR-1 
WON'T LET 
ANYTHING 
HAPPEN TO 
v HER. y 








WUAT 
]&THl£ 
PLACE f 


IT'S 

NOT A 

PLACE. INHUMAN^ 
MYTHOLOGY” 

IT'S <\ 0 w\ AS 
^ L//WSO. ^ 


THAT 

WOULD BE 
MQRANA,,. 


FffDJ/VG, 


5 fi 4 WW FEELS 
THE WARMTH OF 
WANDA'S FLESH. 
HfS HUMAN HAND 
WOW TOUCHING 
HER BARE SKIN. 


/HOUGH HIS HEART 
POUNDS WITH DESlRE f HE 
CAN'T ERASE THE IMAGES 
OF TWENTY MINUTES AGO. 


/MAGES FILLED 
WITH HATE AND 
A THREAT TO 
MURDER HERO 


® SCRE AMS OF TORMENT 
INTERRUPT HIS THOUGHTS. 
THE CLEAR AND UNMIS- 
TAKABLE SOUNDS ARE 
HEARD IN THE DISTANCE. 


Sounds of 

HUMAN TORTURE, 


*5ee last issue. 


my god, 
DO YOU 
HEAR 
THAT? 


si ■ 4f~- ‘i 











The screams 

HAVE SUBSIDED, 


YOUR 

tG&tHCYjM 


T/OW THE VOICES 
WAIL AND GURGLE 
LIKE INFANTS- BUT 
NOT A WORD OF 
HUMAN LANGUAGE 


r A RE YOU ^ 

rsApy 

brothers and 

^ SISTERS? > 


They can t 

ANSWER r 


V Ik 


Ifv -\ 

L* , 

If ” 

Wvf 


i i 


H ■ 

.. J 


p ■ 

i i 









For 

moran a 

HAS EATEN 
THEIR 

TONGUES. 


ARE YOU 
READY TO 


FOR ME? 


m£ 

' v 
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Mmm 


/} WEEK-LONG 
RETREAT TO 
REAFFIRM THEIR 
COMMITMENT 
AND BELIEFS. 


% 


These are the children of the white light... 


I 


...AND THEY HAVE 
BEEN BETRAYED. 


: 


WHILE millions turned away from religion 

AFTER ARMAGEDDON , THESE YOUNG PEOPLE 
FOUND THEIR FAITH RESTORED. 


They PLEDGED TO keep their bodies pure as 

A SYMBOL OF THEIR LOVE FOR THEIR SAVIOR- 




YESTERDAY THEY WERE 

heaping for the 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHT. 













GET WORD 
TO 

MORANA-- 


THE 

VW6INS 

HAVE 

ARRIVED, 


iPwrihUi 

•> 1 it 

m 


r jpLJRL J j 

p® 


[ 



M 


v% ffi/S 
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OR AN A HAD THEM RECITE THEIR PLEDGE 




BfegyisE wE Bt' 
BagR pLftNf 01 


7^'ew swf tore 

OUT EACH OF 
THEIR TONGUES. 
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LOOK AT IT, 
SIMMONS. 


r LOOK ^ 
AT IT VERY 
. HARO. , 


W THIS ^ 
r IS WHERE 
EVERY ROAD 
YOU'VE EVER 
TAKEN WAS 
LEADING , 
k TO. A 


r OH*- > 
SURELY 
YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING 
V TO SAY? j 


^ OR IS THE ^ 
CHANCE OF FINALLY 
LEARNING THE TRUTH 
TOO MUCH FOR YOU TO 
v COMPREHEND? ^ 


r A TOUCH x 
OF SARCASM 
VERY WELL 
V DONE. > 


jT SINCE V 
f YOU'RE IN \ 
SUCH A 
PLAYFUL 
MOOD- LET 
ME ENLIGHTEN 
YOU WITH A / 
"V STORY. A 


’HAT F M 

IT. J| 

^ WE ™ 

F CANT ALL 
I BE AS BRAVE 
^ AS YOU.. 









"IT BEGAN 
WHEN I 
WAS STILL 
AN ANGEL. 
BEFORE 
THE START 
OF HUMAN 
HISTORYM 


"I FELL MUCH FARTHER 
AND AST FELL, MY 
WINGS WERE BURNED 
FROM MY BACK. 


*'I DESCENDED TO 
THE DEEPEST 
DEPTHS OF HELL,.. 


"...THERE, 1 OFFERED 
MY SERVICES TO 
MALEBOLGIA . 


" FOR CENTURIES I WALKEDiTHE EARTH LEARNING SORCERY | 
DIVINATION ANDALCHEMY.iTHOSE'ARCANETARTS SHOWED * 
ME THAT -- UNDER M YiGUIDA NC E^THE HUMAN RACE COULD 
BE THE GREATEST OF. ALL CREATION. 


"1 DID NOT 
FIND WHAT 
I WAS 
LOOKING 
FOR UNTIL 
I MET YOUR 
ANCESTOR , 
HENRY 
SIMMONS. 


"T SEARCHED 
FOR WARRIORS 
TO SERVE AS 
LEADERS OF 
HELLS 
LEGIQNS.- 


ZYETflKNEW, 

[THERE-DM& 

CQMEADAYt 

WHENONEJL 

OFjTHOSEm 

a M Ji m M I. d. t M. * 


"TOLEAD 
MANKIND 
FROM THE 
TYRANNY 
OF SATAN 
AND GOD, 
AND TO JfS 
DESTINY. 


HELL SPAWN, 
WOULDlBEM 
BOLUtS&fSm 
ENOUGH? raj 

oppose Hts j 

MASTER 


" THERE WAS 
SOMETHING 
SPECIAL 
ABOUT HIM: 





fir EVERYTHING 
SYOU'VE DONE WAS 
AT MY COMMAND. 


A "BUT FOR ALL YOUR 
■POWER, YOUR EMOTIONS 
■WE RE A WEAKNESS. 
rYQU WEREN'T THE 
ONE I WAS SEEKING. 

THAT DISTINCTION 
BELONGED TO 
SOMEONE 


1h IN 1915, I 
GAVE A MAN 
THE CHANCE 
TO SAVE HIS 
1 SON... FOR 

A PRICE 


HE TOOK- 


ftND Y HfS SON 
SURVIVED 
TO BECOME 
^WANDA'S 
GRAND- 
FATHER." 


■f- ¥ 


Eir\47 

wjjjs 


■ 
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THAT'S A 

ue/ 


r MY GREAT v 
GRANDFATHER 
WAS KILLED 
BY THE 

V GERMANS. y 


NO, 

WANDA 


KILLED 
L HIM. 


^ THEN X 
RESURRECTED 
HIM ASA 

HELLSPAWN'j 


mourn* 


I'VE > 
HEARD 
ENOUGH 
. OF- y 


MY 

WHAT--?' 


THAT'S 

CRAZY, 


YOU'RE 
TALKING LIKE 
WE HAD A CHILD 
THAT NEVER 
V HAPPENED, y 


r IS THAT > 
WHAT YOU 
THINK THIS IS 
V ABOUT? A 


f YOU WERE N, 
NOT THE END 
OF MY PLANS, YOU 
WERE BUT THE 
W MEANS... V 


sQr TWO ^ 
r BLOODLINES, ~ 
JOINED TO CREATE 
MY PERFECT 
COMPANION. THE 
ONE WHO'LL 

t ZUL£ , 

Lathis world. A 


^ YEARS LATER, 

I BROUGHT YOU 
AND SIMMONS 
v TOGETHER. > 


YOUR 
MARRIAGE 
WAS PRE- 
ORDAINED, 








WHEN? 
AFTER HE 
HIT YOU? 


MISCARRIED 
. THE BABY, , 


THAT 
CAN'T 
BE. , 


r AND IF ^ 

not then 

HE JUST DID 
IT OUT OF 
V SPITE, V 


r WHAT 
DOES IS 
THAT HE 
DID HIT 
, YOU. , 


^ EITHER ^ 
WAY- -IT DOESN'T 
^ MATTER. 


^ WHO ^ 
DO YOU THINK 
MADE HIM DO 
^ THAT? 


BUT THAT 

VOICE, THAT 
HE'D HEARD ALL 
HIS LIFE*- 


THAT 

DARK 

WHISPER IN 
HIS MIND 
TOLD HIM 

TO 


OH, 
BUT IT 
CAN , 4 


see Issue 164 


HE 

WANTED 

YOUR 

CHILD' 


Fl LOVE 
YOU SO 
•vMUCH. 





V j.?^A 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING? 


What're 
you telling 
me,..? 


"TOOK YOU TO THE HOSPITAL. SAT 
WEEPING WHILE YOU WENT THROUGH 
YOUR MISCARRIAGE. 


' HIS GUILT WAS SO 
GREAT WHEN HE BECAME 
SPAWN, HE BLOTTED IT 
FROM HIS MIND. 


’ BECAUSE YOU WERE 
SEDATED YOU CANT 
REMEMBER," 


remember 

WHAT?" 


"THAT I 
WAS 
THERE/ 


"EXACTLY 
EIGHTEEN 
YEARS AGO 
TODAY, 


"WHEN YOUR 
CHILD WAS BORN 
INTO THE WORLD., 


AM tt 


v 

L\ A 

^ ua 

iK- 

ft ■ A 

1 11 
r i j 





' IT'S BEEN 
EIGHTEEN 
YEARS - 
SINCE THAT 
UNHOLY 
BIRTH. 








“YOUR 

DAUGHTER 




[ t* j 


r l' 
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WHY DO 
YOU 
STARE? 


DID YOU ~ 
NOT BELIEVE THE 
BLOOD OF THE 
VIRGINS COULD 
MAKE ME HUMAN 
V AGAIN? ^ 
- # 


I DID 
NOT 
INTEND 
. TO... . 


^ FETCH ME N 
FRESH CLOTHES 
AND SEND 
SOMEONE TO 
CLEAN MY 
V CHAMBERS, y 


yes., 

morana 


AT ONCE, 
MISTRESS 











X SURELY YOU ^ 
AREN'T GOING TO 
LET HER DOWN NOW. 
SHE'S BEEN WAITING 
V EIGHTEEN YEARS, 


r OR X 
f PERHAPS, ' 
AFTER WHAT 
YOU DID TO 
HER, YOU'RE 
AFRAID 
l TO FACE j 
V HER. y 


x DON'T 4 
r TRUST HIM, ^ 
WANDA. THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
HE ISN'T 

L TELLING US.y 


DO WE 
HAVE A 
CHOICE? 


IF WHAT ^ 
f HE SAYS IS TRUE, N 
THEN-THEN 
THAT'S POTENTIALLY 
, OUR CHILD IN > 
V THERE. .X 


WHY THE 
HESITATION? 


DON'T YOU^ 
WANT TO 
MEET yOUR 

PAU&MT£%t 


X SHE'S X 
RIGHT, YOU 
DON'T HAVE A 
v CHOICE. ^ 


NONE 
OF US 
DO. 


"A* twit ukm m m tktt/ 

mmdtkt Tkt mk m?i 

i i 

to H kt f M mtfa wm mkm 
'm tkt sfam itHifk tkm, im 
tkt tm&fkm Or o. tfttpm tro(L 


mw >it Qtizti, mpop m 
rntfsi-fmoroiwd pwttet 

rOP tkt riwttim, tw ' 
Hopmp m ft'OMftW'ifo 
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r WELL NOW, ~ 
WHAT DO YOU 
THINK? ISN'T SHE 
^ SOMETHING? ^ 


SHE'S 

BEAUTIFUL 


BEAUTIFUL 
ENOUGH 
FOR YOU TO 

WANT 

.ME NOW?, 


r$o LON<fJ 
AFTBR YOU 

THREW 

MSAWAY 

. U K* / , 
► Jxa£>wA 


r m so ^ 

SORRY. WE 
THOUGHT YOU 
^ WERE > 


r AND ^ 
MAMMON 
IS NOW MY 

k FATHER r 


' THAT ^ 
YOU HAD 

DIED, , 


W 1 SWEAR, ^ 
IF WE'D 
KNOWN YOU 
WERE ALIVE WE 
WOULDN'T 
L HAVE LEFT A 
^ YOU, A 


r so ^ 

THIS HAS 
BECOME MY 

HOME. MY 


















COME 

HERE, 

CHILD. 


1 KNOW 
HER. 


^ 1 WANT ^ 
YOU TO MEET 
SOMEONE VERY 
^ SPECIAL. A 


y AND AS ^ 
I PROMISED, 
SHE'S BROUGHT 
YOU A BIRTH- 
V DAY GIFT, A 


MY 

COSTUME ! 










YOU WERE 
RIGHT. I WAS 
destined to wear 

THIS- JUST LIKE MY 
OWN SKIN. 


Tkt mtu,-,* 


ltd., m 


ir ffmomzti ift tm m( waft. 


“Oh t« fate 

liMMI 1 to&t &$ 

ctMtifM if$ mu. 





LOOK AT 
HER 

SIMMONS. 


THIS 1$ A 

TKOB 

HELLSPAWN. 


immi. 
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NO MORE 
WAITING 
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mammon! 


WHAT ^ 
HAVE YOU 

I ?ON£ 

t TO HER r H 


WE LEAVE 
FOR 

EARTH ... 


FOR ^ 
r TtmHA£> ' 
F/AMU/ SCWf* 
F<9tf /Kg' T<? FF^z? £>FF 
L tti£&OtiL£Of j 


V'Wssa ^ t m Tomifittom of tfrh 

h$&0 fp qmh mi w Forfi, mflf tm, 
mm mdckidr^tm fc&plfa&hfe chill & 
tk&bfflt" 






AT 

YOU! WHAT^ 
A FINE 

Mv COL PL E 

Wmm y ou 


'AND A 

fiNff 

/M£4t 

jso/ 


r I'VE TASTED ^ 
THE BLOOD OF 

thousands, but 
you- yours 

WILL BE THE 
SWEETEST! A 


VO SOME 
. THING! 


~ BUT 
GRANNY 
WANTED ME 
TO BRING YOU 
L. HERE. > 


^ THE ^ 
COSTUME" IT 
DRAINED ME. I'M 
NOT STRONG 
ENOUGH, A 


CYAN! 
WHAT IS 
t IT? , 


WHAT'S 

WRONG? 



1 ■! l | 

mm •■■.: ^A-t 


/ 
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^ IT'S All right, 
CHILD, YOU HAVE 
TO TRUST ME— 

^ AND YOURSELF. . 


YOU HAVE ^ 
' A GIFT. NOW 1 
YOU MUST USE IT, 
LOOK INTO THE 
FUTURE, FURTHER 
THAN YOU’VE 
► EVER DONE 
^ BEFORE. A 


GRANNY 


ALL THE 
WAY„, 


TO THE 
END. 


WHERE 
AM I? 


HOW DID 
YOU GET 
IN... 


"&m* xo bmfi? ksaxi. Nvx. ’? c was . / 
M 4tt( Mx '$ kwi. ox km efouMex, 


'fox &. tmmf, fh Mi. dmi.km mm 

m wtfkt lim. mm tke mxdtkm 
tke mix mtkwplm. " 














^ MY, MY“SO^ 
YOUNG, YOUR 
LIFE SHOULD BE 
INNOCENT- 
V CAREFREE. J 


^ YES. ^ 
VERY MUCH 

s. so. 


' LET IV\E 
HAVE A 
LOOK AT 
. YOU. . 


YOU 

KNOW 

ME? 


i 1 ;; x, H, Jr* 

p- V’l'V ;■ 


r BUT 1 KNEW 
YOU'D COME 
EVENTUALLY 
1 JUST HOPED IT 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN A WHILE . 
V LONGER. J 


y A PITY > 
THAT 

YOU'VE HAD 
TO SEE SO 
K MUCH, J 


YOU ' 
KNEW I 
WAS 

COMING? 


^ THAT > 
MEANS ITS 
TIME FOR ME 
V TO DIE. 


I HA I SA 
right. X- 

^ YOUR N 
W GRANDMOTHER 
1/ TOLD YOU TO GO 
M AS FAR AS YOU 
fc, COULD, DIDN'T 
SHE? ^ 





DON'T 

WORRY, 


MOST 
OF IT. 


^ I'VE LIVED ~ 
A LONG LIFE AND 
IT'S BEEN A 
v GOOD ONE... <! 


S THE X 
f ONLY THING 
I REGRET IS 
HAVING NEVER 
FINISHED THIS 
l DAMNED . 
■X BOOK. A 


CAN I 
LOOK 
AT IT? 


NO, 
DEAR 
BEST 
. NOT. 


r THE WORLD > 
HAS CHANGED. 

I DON'T THINK 
YOU'D WANT TO 
SEE WHAT'S OUT 
X THERE. ^ 


1 J 

I 
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r WE SHOULD ^ 
LET THE FUTURE 
UNFOLD ON ITS 
OW/V GOOD 
TIME, A 


r ALL YOU 
r NEED TO KNOW 1 
IS WHAT HAPPENED 
AFTER IVlORANA 
. TOOK THE j 
V COSTUME, A 


r AND HOW ^ 
TO SAVE YOUR 
t MOTHER. j 


WHY? 


SOMEONE 
DIDN'T SAVE 
tTHEMTj 

r " NOT ^ 

NYXOR 1 


v* 


“fcmkwi 
tk to&mfa 
tint ok> WfH6J('$ 
voiu. ZV 
ekulttimy, 


w**+ 




wrmm Wu 


m mM tv 


^ WHAT ^ 
HAPPENED CANT 
BE CHANGED. 1 
CAN ONLY TELL YOU 
NOW WHAT YOU 
k. MUST DO. A 


LISTEN VERY 
ilL CAREFULLY. 













f HOW ^ 
DARE YOU 
TELL ME 
WHAT I CAN 
k DO! A 


'vowX 

PARE] 

kYOUHI 


' YOU N 
CAN'T KILL 
. THEM] v 


r FOOL! 

YOU'VE BEEN 
t DECEIVED' . 


YOU 
60 TO 

HELL! 


SHE'S GONE! 

VAttQtitmVL 


W I'M NOT ^ 
7 AFRAID OF 1 

YOU THERE ARE 
OTHERS THAT 
KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE 

L PLANNING,^ 


IT'LL BE TEN ^ 
f THOUSAND 1 
YEARS BEFORE 
HER RETURN, AND 
BY THEN MY POWER 
WILL HAVE GROWN 
BEYOND ANY 
OF HER A 
^CHALLENGES' 


r LIKE THE ^ 

Matmop 

JUHACtSti 







WHAT'S N 
MAMMON 
FORGOTTEN? 
THERE HAS 
TO BE SOME' 
V THING! J 


THE ONE > 
THING ABOUT 
SPAWN THAT 
HE CAN'T 
k^CONTROL?^ 


THE.. 

LEGION 


>.-LVi 


r THEY'RE \ 
GONE, AFTER 
THE WHITE 
LIGHT, THEY 
V LEFT.. V 


^ DAMMfTf 

call rum 

v NOW/ > 





^ ALj FOR ^ 
GOD'S SAKE DO 
WHAT CYAN SAYS 
^ CALL THEM' ^ 


TOO LATE 
MOMMY/ 


"C’h md. Thtm msyk to nbiiflt 
the hfd.ee (i vty wthcdhfu. 
vnmh to bnm iajei kit 'mwifit. 


MORAN A! 
FINISH THEM 
v BOTH/. 


KILL 


ru&u/ 


"{/mmfrkkwd. 
thto&ee fake had. 
fafefkd wdfrifated 
t& a dpsef frnde fried, 
tofrkemfrolo/kie 
■fadp atom. ” 





“And fktf mh, tk twk V tim t*rb 
fad diMdmpq fki $&M fowM Pi 
$iwwe, flwt bfotofipkr, tk ft&%& 
sMA tufa fad AM in. ke mikfe s&m. 




"... m ttm ttm 
i-m ttm &. Aszm. 















NOT 

PITIFUL 


ONLY THE 
STRONGEST 
OF US HAVE 
k SURVIVED , 1 


AND "n 
THOUGH 
THERE MAY 
NOT BE 
MANY OF US 
L LEFT... A 


,„WE'RE mQKE 
THAN A MATCH FOR 
v YOUR KIND, 



P jpt i.y/r rl 
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r THIS IS ^ 
THE VISION 
YOU WERE 
TALKING 
ABOUT ISN'T 
few IT? A 


NOT 

EXACTLY, 


^ THE LEGION ^ 
ARE GOING TO 
KICK M GHANA'S 
v ASS... 


r BUT i 
I KNOW 
HOW IT 
, ENDS, > 


RIGHT? 


NO 


THEY RE 
GOING TO 
LOSE. 













THIS IS IT THEN 


AT ^ 
LEAST FOR 

THIS 

. PLAYER . J 


I'VE BEEN ^ 
PUTTING OFF 
WRITING IT FOR 
TOO LONG. > 


AND \ 
THOUGH I PRAYED 
IT GO DIFFERENTLY, 
THERE WASN'T 
ANYTHING I COULD 
DO TO CHANGE 
^ THINGS. A 


S SO NOW, 

ALL THAT'S 
LEFT IS FOR ME 
TO MAKE A 
RECORD OF THE 
v OUTCOME. > 


GOD 

WASN'T 

LISTENING 



W" r !\ VI 

"rn " 























"At rlrzt ttt&SfrM tfaf tw vMm faJ. kw 

mm. Ifaftfa Iz&iQN mkti mrrtt&ftf 
pom to rW prfm utttoi thvm m. 


r what 

DO YOU 
MEAN? WHY 
BRING THEM 
HERE JUST TO 
V fail? y 


' YEA? ^ 
WHO THE 
HELL IS 
THAT? > 


THEY'RE A 

DISTRACTION, 


w SOMEONE ^ 
ELSE IS GOING 
TO FINISH 
^ THIS. ^ 











"Th'/jk flat/ rottjltf with fh 'kwtffy 

« tw k&wf, fow 
fow fksitww dsomdft Idh” 


r BECAUSE N 
X DON'T SEE 

anyone ELSE 
READY TO PUT 
► UP A FIGHT. > 





r ru' 

WU 

you ' 
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SHE'S TOO 
POWERFUL. 


“Tfatok tk&j 
Tmlfr wtiMtlsf, 
tk tyitnmw 


IT CANT 
BVO LIKE 
THIS, 


^ YE^i 

LOOK AT i II V, B 

HE S PART OF 
. THEM. . PART ^ 
OF THEIR 

IL RA/A/. 


^ YOUR ^ 
HUSBAND NEVER 
CAME BACK FOR 
YOU, j 


r THAT ^ 
MAN'S STILL 

ROTTtN& IN A 

6RAVZ.' 


I . !^Sf5r 5-B 

kill 

rijr _ p * 


■ \/ . 
fffvJ 






ly ■ TJnJ 

gj • “ & Yil 

\\ /tT l i ^ 




1 


BpC/ - 









r i£T£> £NP^ 

twa you've 

CONTROU£P 
Me LONG. 
h. eNOU<su! a 


r YOU ^ 
NEVER 
HAD ONEJ 
DON'T YOU 
v GET in ■ 


YOUR 

LIFE; 


m TAKING 
MYUPe 

BACK!. 


MORANA-^m ' A 

fin&m y 

THIS JS&C 
. CHARADE. 


YOUR BODY ^ 
r WAS EATEN BY ' 
WORMS, IT DOES NT 
EXIST. AL SIMMONS 

poewr 

v m&r.' 


r YOU'RE 

&FAWN. 

AND 1 DO 
CONTROL 
t THAT, 1 a 


ri 

Ln Tj 

IrT 

it . \ 1 

IH 








toatbfad & 

HdWA it0vi(ti fk lest 
Ptffa U&iM x, mi ttitk tsA 
pmim fafMtk mfoni. 
fawtm’t M’S mu tm. 

fawm >’e pifpA, 


“tm after k iXk tvmfkm 
rfPfr kip. svtfe. Hit MMktZf, 

m life. 









• X 

*-t— ~~ Mj -j. , i 


■j, i J 


t 



■- 
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iX yes . 1 ^ 

Y RUT NOT 
BECAUSE M 
I'M AFRAID, I ■ 
KNOW VVHATS ■ 
ON THE M 
i OTHER 
^ SIDE, / I'VE 
^ SEEN 


IT'S ^ 
Y BEYOND " 
HEAVEN AND 
HELL A PLACE 
YOU CAN 
l BE AT j 
k PEACE. A 


r <S£ T > 
OUT OF U£R£, 
CMl&TO - 

v we*! > 


r YOU 
NEED TO 
LET CO. 


COME 

WITH 


YOUX&IFL 


' 1' j " 1 II 

1 1 1 — \ ' 

' ii ;| 


‘ i . . , '■ , 

. j ; 

! _J 

I, - "" l 
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SCREW 

YOU 

BITCH! 


VISA DONE 
BUYING INTO 
THESE LIES \ 


P YOU'RE ^ 
N£?T MY 
DAUGHTER. 
YOU'RE NOT MY 
^ BLOOD!... A 


YOU'Re MY 


YOU'RE 

RIGHT, 


I am your \ 

'ENEMY. BUT DON'T 
THINK THAT'LL ERASE 
THE PAST-- AND ALL 
THAT YOU'VE DONE 
k TO ME AND YOUR > 
WIFE. 









SHE'S CORRECT, 
r THE EMOTIONAL DAMAGE^ 
DONE TO WANDA WILL 
TORTURE HER FOREVER. 
BECAUSE YOU KNOW THAT THE 
ONE THING THAT WOULD 
k HAVE COMPLETED YOUR A 
LIFE WITH HER. rr 


the one 

f THING THAT ^ 
WOULD HAVE 1 
MADE YOUR LIFE 

PERFECT-- WAS 

A GUUjP* and 

YOU LET THAT SUP 
AWAY BECAUSE , 
L OF YOUR A 
ANGER, 


IT TOOK YOU 
OVER. AND NOW, 

IT S COST YOU * 


W NYX-- ^ 
YOU HAVE 1 
TO ATTACK 
NOW, WHILE 
SHE'S WEAK 
FROM HER 
L BATTLE. / 


WEAK? 
ARE YOU 
CRAZY? 


r THE OLD ~ 
WOMAN 
SAID TO USE 
A BINDING 
V SPELL, a 


1 DON'T 
KNOW ONE 
POWERFUL 
ENOUGH. . 


' Jr 

l ■ {• 

I ■ . L 


< 

m * 

-W-l ^Krw^r’ — ‘ C ;] 
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| jv Ifr 


\ 
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SOME DAY ^ 
YOU'RE GOING TO CREATE 
A SPELL THAT CAPTURES 
MORANA AND MAMMON 
INTO UMBO. 


^ YOU ^ 
KNOW A SPELL 
I'M GOING TO 
CREATE IN THE 
* FUTURE? a 


YOU 'LL TEACH ^ 
THAT SPELL TO THE OLD 
WOMAN H WHO, IN MY 
VISION, HAD TAUGHT IT 
TO ME. H 


~ RIGHT ^ 
NOW, SPAWN 
NEEDS YOU. WE 
^ ALL DO. 


TODAY ^ 
' IS HIS DAY 1 
OF RECKONING. 
HE'S GOING TO 
FINALLY REALIZE 
WHAT HE 


^ I'LL ^ 

EXPLAIN IT 
LATER. 


r WHAT HE ^ 
SHOULD HAVE 
DONE LONG 
^ AGO. * 


r SPAWN. MY 
MOM, YOU. IT 
ALL CHANGES 
v TONIGHT. . 


OP£N YOUR$£LP 
^ UP TO IT a 








WHAT'S SHE 
DOING? 


K all your n 

HATE-- AND 
YOUR EVIL, 
THEY'LL SPREAD 
vNO FURTHER, a 


THE CRUSADE 
r OF THIS SPAWN WILL^ 
BE FINISHED TONIGHT. 
THEN YOU'LL HAVE TO 
LIVE WITH THE GUILT OF 
KNOWING YOU WERE 
, THE ONE THAT TRULY , 
WOKE HIM UP! A 


^ THAT YOU ^ 
WERE THE ONE 
THAT CREATED 
YOUR OWN 
.DOWNFALL.* 


^Nest issue is the beginning 
of that downfall-- Tom. 





L 


L 

t jk 1 





















r CYAN JU-ST ^ 
REMINDED ME 
WHERE TO 
t FIND IT, 


GAvenro 

^ MB. a 


m 












r YOU ^ 
CANT KNOW 
^ THAT. - 


L_ s BECAUSE YOU'VE 
W LIVED SO LONG WITHOUT 
ANYONE OPPOSING YOU? YOUR 
ARROGANCE HAS BECOME A LIABILITY. 

YOU TALK ABOUT SPAWN AND HIS 
ANGER , WELL YOU JUST PINNED INTO 
^ A CORNER THE ONLY BEING THAT A 

f CAN ceerxoy YOU- ^ 


BUT WHAT'S 

r WORSE- - GQD&AMN N 
YOU!-- IS THAT THIS SAME 
SPAWN HAS THE ABILITY 
TO DESTROY ALL OF 

v us, evexYTUiNa in . 

^ EXISTENCE' 


^ SO IF 
r YOU HAVE A T 
DEATH WISH - - FINE/ 
BUT WHY COULDN'T 
YOU LEAVE THE 
l REST OF US OUT 


> WHY DID N 
YOU HAVE TO 
DOOM ALL 
v OF US? < 


'r WHAT ^ 
COULD YOU 
HAVE POSSIBLY 
BEEN 

> THINKING? y 




■ 

ly ■ 

r l i ] 
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hi.; . . 
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r YOU ^ 
CAN 
FEEL 
SPAWN 
CAN'T 
l YOU? j 


X WHATEVER % 
YOU JUST DID 
YOU HAVE TO DO 
THE SAME TO 
V MORANA. y 


SHE'S TOO 
DANGEROUS 
TO LEAVE 
v LIKE THIS. , 


r HE'S > 

TALKING 
TO ME 
FROM THE 
l FUTURE. , 


STOP 

HER, 

AL! 


BUT HIS X 
IMAGE IS \ 

GETTING 

BLACKER AND U — — 
t BLACKER... y LIKE HE'S 
DISAPPEARING 


\1r THAT'S NOT ^ 
r YOU R DAUGHTER-' 
OR MINE, SHE'S A 
TRAP f A LIE TO MAKE 
YOU BELIEVE YOU'D 
l LOST SOME PART J 
OF YOU. X 1 


r DON'T 
DO THAT 
TO YOUR- 
, SELF. 


y ALL OF X 
THIS WAS 
JUST A WAY TO 
GET BACK AT 
ME. A 


y NYX. N 
DO WHAT 
YOU HAVE 
v TO. y 


HE WAS ■ 

USING YOU. 

LIKE HE DOES 
EVERYTHING 

^ ELSE. .. HE WANTS ^ 

AND YOU 
WERE AN EASY 
m f •, .y • TARG ET. y 


MOM...? 
PLEASE 
HELP 
ME. . 









^ DON'T LISTEN TO ^ * 
HER WANDA. SPAWN'S 
RIGHT THAT ISN'T WHAT 
^ YOU THINK IT IS. ^ 


r WE i 

HAVE TO 
LEAVE. 
^NOW'f 


W ^ my visions 

r TELLING ME TO GET ^ 
MY MOM OUT OF HERE 
BEFORE SHE DOES 
.SOMETHING SHE'LL A 
Dew REGRET. a ■’ 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
. HER? _ 


^ WILL MY \ 
SPELL HOLD ) 
x HER? / 


THE OLD 

f WOMAN DIDN'T ^ 
SAY, BUT WE DON'T 
HAVE TIME TO 
WORRY ABOUT THAT 
1 NEED TO GET 
. MOM AWAY FROM 
^HERE. AND YOU ,/ 
TOO. 


’CAUSE 

^THE WOMAN ALSO^ 
TOLD ME THAT STAYING 
HERE WITH MORAN A 
v WILL CONSUME / 
YOU. 


^ I DIDN'T ^ 
WANT TO ASK 
WHAT THAT 
t MEANT, ^ 













^ COAAEr AL, ^ 
YOU HAVE TO 
BE WITHIN THE 
v SPHERE, a 


r HE'S 1 
NOT 

COWING 
WITH 
V US, * 


^ HE'S GOING ^ 
SOMEWHERE ELSE. 
THE OLD LADY r SHE 
^ KNOWS. ^ 


WHAT 
DO YOU 

MEAN? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
. ABOUT? ^ 


^ SHE KNOWS ^ 
WHAT YOU'RE GOING 
. TO DO, RIGHT? > 


^ DID SHE ^ 
TELL YOU WHAT 
v. THAT WAS? , 


DOESN'T 

SHE? 


GOOD. YOU 
DON'T NEED TO 
. KNOW, ^ 


WILL IT 
HURT? 


1 * o - 

, } 

1 . 

LU -- -■ 

l 

1 



X MORE ^ 
IMPORTANTLY, 
TAKE CARE OF 
YOURSELF. YOU 
DON'T DESERVE 
TO HURT ANY-, 
MORE. \A 


STRENGTH 


STOP, 


^ I WISH I > 
COULD HAVE 
BEEN A better 
v HUSBAND. > 





I -If >i 

* 


It i x __ | __w^r - -p|p- 


\^W GOT TO DO 7 - - mm 





WW^ TAKE 

A T Tl 1 AT S THE ONLY WA - 


.C-_‘ r . :'>WjTT f£\ , 

'*£*£*« 4 >s * : ' 


f CARE OF THEM 1 

lHI WAY ANY OF W'e A.J 



.«? ,5r "frWH^'v'- ,r ■ 

fV T '. Y •? - ■' 


m WANDA. THEY'LL ] 

m \ r HIS EVER WILL M “ 




__, , 

A NEED YOUR / 








1 LOVE 
YOU. 


I KNOW 
YOU 
DID. , 


^ I'M \ 
GRATEFUL 
FOR 

v THAT, y 


Lj - |i ft* t, /i 1 

feh. * \ ■ ft " — i 

W T t* , 

1 \ 

^ > -A l \ 1 

1 -f [ fcl 1 J 
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I KNOW 
WHAT 1 
HAVE TO 
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oi r tfott tbfoK&z stood id kit mi/. 


next issue: the beginning of SPAWN S 

new direction! 



















IT'S 

TIME 



















COME 
TO ME 


THAT'S 

IT. 
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LIC'C 

awake 


WHAT? 


y THAT ^ 

r DARNED 1 
MACHINE ACTS 
UP ONCE A 
WEEK. CAN'T 
WAIT ’TIL THEY 
L DELIVER THE A 

Ik new... A 


SARA 


DID 


YOU 


RESET 


THAT 


UNIT 


YET? 


- 


WHEN 

NEVER MIND-- ^ 
1 NEED A CODE 
CART IN ROOM 410 
AND A DIA GN OST ICS 
TEAM , CALL DR. 
BAXTER ... NOW! AND, 
WHOEVER ELSE / 
YOU NEED. ^ 




Long Island. 



“ THIS MAKES NO 
SENSE-- HIS CHART 
SHOWS NO JUMP 
IN HIS VITALS?" 


'1 KNOW, 
I'VE LOOKED 
AT THEM 
NURSE SAID 
SHE JUST WENT 
TO CHECK 
SOMETHING 
IN HIS ROOM 
AND THERE 
HE WAS." 


MY NAME IS 

^ DR. BAXTER. I'LL BE ^ 
TAKING CARE OF YOU. I 
KNOW ALL THIS ACTIVITY 
CAN BE A BIT FRIGHTENING 
v BUT YOU'RE GOING ^ 
ihw TO BE FINE. 


YOU'VE JUST 
r COME OUT OF A 
COMA . irs NO WONDER 
. YOU'RE A LITTLE 
V DISORIENTED. ^ 


WE JUST NEED 
r TO RUN A FEW TESTS, 
MAKE SURE EVERYTHING 
t IS WORKING LIKE ITS . 
SUPPOSED TO. ^ 

LOOK 
HERE. 

GOOD 


r SON, CAN 
YOU HEAR ME? 
DO YOU UNDER 
v STAND ME? . 


AND HERE. 
EXCELLENT. 


r DID N 

SOME- 
ONE PULL 
HIS FILE 
. YET? y 


^ CAN YOU ^ 
LIFT YOUR HEAD? 
GOOD. NOW HOW 
ABOUT YOUR ARM? 
^ TERRIFIC. 


^ NO, NOT HIS ^ 
CHART-- 1 WANT HIS 
COMPLETE PATIENT 
tw HISTORY., ^ 


YOU'RE 

r DOING GREAT. ' 
IT MIGHT NOT FEEL 
LIKE IT NOW, BUT 
YOU'RE AVERY 
. LUCKY YOUNG j 
MAN. 


JUST < 
RELAX. THIS 
MIGHT STING A 
LITTLE. THERE 
WE GO, A, 


HOW'S 
THAT FILE 
COMING? 


~ -+- A 

I.ilj 

~ 

W : 


j* - £ 


-1 " 

: 

r m- 









WE CAN'T LOCATE I DON'T KNOW. THEY THINK NEW SYSTEM? THAT WAS 

HIS FILE, DOCTOR. THAT IT GOT LOST WHEN OVER A YEAR AGO. HOW 

EVERYTHING SWITCHED OVER TO LONG'S THIS PATIENT 

WHAT DO YOU MEAN? THE NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM. BEEN HERE? 



I'M NOT SURE, LET ME ASK.,, HEARTBEAT tS JUMPING/ IT'S GOING TO BE FINE. 

NOW, PLEASE, IF YOU 

NEVER MIND. ARE YOU ALL I NEED YOU TO RELAX. CAN, TAKE A DEEP 

RIGHT, SON? TRY TO RELAX. LOOK AT ME BREATH FOR ME... 








they.,. 

f SOMEONE 1 
SAID 1 WAS 
TO CALL THIS 
NUMBER IF THERE 
WAS EVER A 
L CHANGE TO A 
^PATIENT 47.^ 


mmr look— 

W ALL I'M TRYING \ 
r TO SAY IS THIS IS ~ 
UNPRECEDENTED. 
CELLULAR REGENERA 
TION, COGNITIVE 
RESPONSE ‘-AND 


AND X 
YOU'RE 
TELLING ME 


TO BE GETTING 
STRONGER BY 
, THE HOUR. >■ 


LOOK, SOME 

w TEAM IS GOING TO x 
MAKE THEIR CAREER GEE 
OF THIS, THEY'RE GOING TO 
BE TEACHING THIS CASE IN 
^ MED SCHOOLTO OUR a 
1^. GRAND KIDS. ^ 


WHY HAND XI 
r IT OFF TO SOME ^ 
OUTSIDE SPECIALISTS 
SO THEY CAN CLAIM 
THE CREDIT? I SAY WE 
KEEP THIS BETWEEN, 
X US FOR NOW. X 


EXACTLY, 


T WHY GIVE ^ 
THE COVER 
STORY OF JAMA 
, TO SOMEONE 
K ELSE? A 


. W— 1 1 _ — 11 

L HOW THE HELL IS 

SHOULD BE AN N 

YOU WANT TO 

, I /JH 

\ Vl 1 1 *' "" Ml 

^ IT GROWING AT 

EIGHTY-POUND 

KEEP QUIET / 

1 mi 


yKTHAT RATE? si 

VEGETABLE AND 

. ABOUT L 

■L 1* mi 

\\| } “ ^ JS 


INSTEAD HE SEEMS 

lx this? j 



"SO FOR NOW, 
THIS DOESN'T LEAVE 
THE BUILDING, 
AGREED?" 












Langley, Virginia, 




WHAT THE 
HELL IS THAT 
SUPPOSED 
. TO MEAN?, 


YOU'VE 

Y BEEN AMPLY 
f COMPENSATED FOR \ 
YEARS- -YOU TAKE THIS 
TO THE newspapers 

AND I PROMISE SOMEONE 
WILL VISIT YOUR DAUGHTER 
WHEN YOU'RE NOT . 
L LOOKING,,, HANNAH, / 
Bk. IS NT THAT HER f 
NAME? 


|M"NQ/ YOU LISTEN 
f TO ME, DO YOU HEAR > 
yvt£? YOU CAN T POSSIBLY 
COMPREHEND THE GRAVITY OP 
THIS- SO YOU PACK YOUR 
THINGS, YOU'VE ONE WEEK TO 
LEAVE TOWN. MY EMPLOYER 
V DOESN'T TAKE KINDLY TO y 
BEING THREATENED, 


s' YOUR "x 
r INSTRUCTIONS A 
CALLED FOR 
ADVANCE NOTICE f 
ANY SIGNS OR ANY 
CHANGE WAS TO 
V IMMEDIATELY > 

v be y 


WHAT? 


-=i 


TEK 







r YOU'RE N 
RIGHT, SIR. I 
SHOULD 
HAVE DONE 

k. that, v 


UNDER 

STAND 


HE'S 

AWAKE 


X I ASSURE X 
YOU, IT WAS 
COMPLETELY 
UNFORESEEABLE. 

NO ADVANCE , 
V WARNING, ^ 


YES, I 
KNOW, 


PATIENT 

47 , 


YES 

SIR 


NO 


I JUST 
RECEIVED 
THE 
CALL. . 


I'M NOT " 
MAKING 
EXCUSES. I 
DID WHAT I 
BELIEVED... 



vrY\f\fvyYnw 




Manhattan. 

























W BUT YOU ^ 

N€V€F 

GAVE A DAMN 
ABOUT THAT 

Lplpyou? 


Heuo„,r 

IS ANYONE 
LISTENING? 


^ FfN£. ^ 

BE IMMATURE 1 
t ABOUT IT. m 


BECAUSE 

asie tevinCi to 
BLEnO in. 


r AND 
THAT REALLY 


toe off/ 


I CAN 

r SEE YOU LURKING ^ 
THERE IN THE SHADOWS. 

I FULLY UNDERSTAND WHY 
YOU'D WANT TO HIDE 
FROM ME-- KNOWING MY 
REPUTATION AND ALL-- 
^'CAUSE I KINDA SCARE^ 
MYSELF TOO. 


WHOA 


r BUT I ^ 
PROMISE I 
. WONT... . 









GUISE r 
WAS WRONG 
ABOUT YOU 
SIMMONS- 


THERE ^ 
ISN'T 

SUPPOSED 
TO BE A 


WHAT'S 
GOING ON 


I never 
THOUGHT 
YOU'D 
HAVE THE 
BALLS... 


WHAT ARE YOU 
TRYING TO PULL? 
NO ONE MOVES A 
PORTAL WITHOUT 
k PERMISSION A 
■ b FROM... M 


HERE' 


1 { 



1 1 

1 * 


i A jf 

1 


1 jiJi 

Tj 


ui r i 



JT -i 




Y ; V 

‘i 

i 

k i 












image 


DIGITAL 

EDITION 


ENDGAME 


McFARLANE 

PORTACIO 

HOLGUIN 








Jr WHY 
WOULD HE 
GIVE UP NOW? IT 
DOESN'T MAKE 

V sense, A 


AND ^ 
r WHY DO IT 1 
HERE IN THIS 
SPOT" WHICH 
SHOULDN'T 
l EVEN A 
EX/ST. A 


MY CYNICAL 
W SIDE SAYS IT'S 
SOME KIND OF TRICK" ~ 
A TRAP, BUT THERE'S 
NO LIFE FORCE' AND f*JO 
SPAWN CAN EXIST WITH- 
OUT IT. NOT HERE, j 
L NOT IN HELL. A 
NOWHERE ! r — 


MEANING 











LIKE THE V 
DID MY 
FATHER.. 


/ BECAUSE \ 
r NOW THEY'RE BOTH^ 
DEAD! MALEBOLGIA 
AND SPAWN, OH, SURE 
1 WISH IT WAS ME 
WHO HAD KILLED 
THEM, BUT I KNEW THE 
\ 'ELDERS' WERE / 
X. WATCHING, ^ 


FR££f 


- r. 


S BECAUSE X 
IF THEY REALLY 
KNEW WHAT I'D 
WANTED- WHAT 
I'D BEEN HOPING 
FOR--THEYD 
HAVE EXECUTED 
ME CENTURIES, 

> ago. y 






y so i x 

CONTINUED 
TO PLAY THE 
CLOWN- THEIR 
ETERNAL 
V FOOL. V 


-’i " t 


\ 


X 




WHICH 

y MEANS I NEED TO ^ 
r SNATCH THIS OPPORTUNITY 1 
NOW! BEFORE ANYONE 
KNOWS WHAT'S HAPPENED. 
BUT EVEN IF THEY DO, THAT'S 
OKAY- BECAUSE SPAWN'S 
v DEATH WILL CONFUSE j 
V EVERYONE FOR A X 
X- WHILE. _ Xl 




a - 








1 





r NO MORE 

ACTING, IT'S 
FINALLY 
OVER— THIS 
t CHARADE. „ 


r THAT LL ^ 
BUY ME TIME- 
ENOUGH TO 
SET THINGS IN 
. MOTION, j 








EXACTLY 

now 

I GOT THAT 
MA ME' 


fi) V 








Long Island 



WERE ^ 
nearly done- 
just A FEW MORE 
MINUTES. BREATHE 
OUT rrr GOOD, AND 
V ONCE AGAIN, ^ 


YOUR > 
^ MEMORY? A 
HAVE YOU BEEN 
ABLE TO RECALL 
ANYTHING 
V SPECIFIC? y 


JUST KEEP TRYING, 
y SOMETIMES IT JUST > 
TAKES ONE FAMILIAR IMAGE 
FROM YOUR PAST TO GET 
THINGS GOING. A BIRTHDAY 
OR SPECIAL EVENT, YOUR 
K HOUSE OR A CHILD- l 
HOOD TOY. ^ 


W NO. 
I NOT 
L YET. 


THAT'S 

f ALL RIGHT. * 
IT'LL COME. YOUR 
RESULTS SHOW 
THERE ISN'T ANY 
PHYSICAL TRAUMA 
TO THE MEMORY 
l CENTERS OF A 
V YOUR BRAIN. 


r EVEN 
A NAME 
OR A 
l FACE. 


W SURE. ^ 
A SINGLE 
MEMORY CAN 
TRIGGER AN 
AVALANCHE 
OF REVELA- 

k tions. A 


r you ^ 

recall 

something 

LIKE 

k THAT? A 






















YOU DOiVT 
HAVE TO WAIT 
WITH ME. I'M 
FINE. YOU 
CAM GO. 


WELL, 

^ KEEP TRYING, ^ 
DR, BAXTER AND 
DR. WAKE WILL BE 
IN IN A BIT TO RUN 
k A FEW MORE a 
X. TESTS. 


1 DON'T 
MIND. 


r CAN I 
ASK YOU 
SOME- 
.THING?, 


JIM 

DOWNING 


SURE 


DO YOU 
KNOW MY 
NAME? , 


x THAT'S WHAT ^ 
ALL YOUR CHARTS 
SAY. THOUGH WE 
HAVEN'T FOUND 
YOUR COMPLETE 
V FILES YET. A 


I DON'T- X 
f NO ONE KNOWS FOR X 
SURE. THAT'D BE IN YOUR 
FILES AND OUR COMPUTERS 
CANT SEEM TO FIND 
X THE REST OF YOUR y 
'X. INFORMATION. /\ 


' HOW ^ 
LONG WAS 
I IN A 

v COMA? > 


THEY'VE 

BEGUN 

ASKING 

EVERY- 

ONE... 


AND ^ 
THAT'S 
BEEN...? 


y ...but x 

THERE ISN'T 
ANY STAFF 
THAT'S BEEN 
HERE LONGER 
.THAN YOU,/ 


AT \M 
LEAST ] 
FOUR 
YEARS, y 




South Jersey. 



HEY, RIGHT GM 
TIME-- VERY IMPRESSIVE. I 
LOVE PUNCTUALITY, SHOWS 
A LOT ABOUT A MAN'S 
CHARACTER. 


LETS SKIP ^ 
THE SMALLTALK. 
YOU REPRESENT SOME.. 
PROFESSIONAL TALENZ 
V. I'M TOLD. ^ 


YOU HEARD ^ 
RIGHT. I'VE GOT 
THE BEST STABLE IN 
THE WHOLE TRI- 
STATE AREA. A 


STRONG. 

WIND WALKERS- 
MUTANTS, YOU 
NAME IT-- I 

^got i emj SO ^ 

WHO WE 

l WORKING 
\ FOR? > 


^ YES... I ^ 
UNDERSTAND 
YOUR 

. URGENCY. , 


r IT'S BEING ^ 
HANDLED. BUT 1 
WITH SUCH A 
COMPRESSED TIME 
FRAME MY OPTIONS 
.WERE SOMEWHAT j 
^ LIMITED, m 


W YOUR ^ 
INSTRUCTIONS 
ARE VERY CLEAR 
I'LL TAKE CARE 
OF IT. A 








s .. 













^ THAT N 
DOESN'T 
CONCERN 
^ YOU, a 


r SO > 

WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SHOPPING 
v FOR? a 


jr YOU WANT X 
r LIKE A MATT 
DAMON TYPE? 
OR AVIN DIESEL 
GUY? OR MAYBE 
YOU'D PREFER AN 
. UNDERSTATED H 
^PRESENCE. ^ 


COOL r 
I GET IT 
THAT'S 
COOL. 


I WANT 
YOUR 
BEST, 


I'VE GOT THE 
PERFECT QUY l 
.YOU'LL LOVE . 
HIM' A 


^ AND I 
r DON'T WANT 1 
HI M ATTRACTING 
ATTENTION. THIS 
ISA SIMPLE 
L "SNATCH AND , 
► GRAB'. A 


HE'S A 

r BIT PRICIER 1 
THAN THE 
others-a REAL 
RISING STAR, YOU 
KNOW" BUT 
I'M SURE WE 
L CAN WORK A 
OUT A,., 


MY PRICE 
ISN'T 

NEGOTIABLE 


S THREE X 
W HOURS ^ 
' PRIOR TO- 1 
THE "G/G"-- 
YOU'LL RECEIVE 
A MESSAGE 
DETAILING THE 
JOB LOCATION 
AND A BANK 
PASS CODE 
i TO ACCESS J 
k YOUR A 
FEES M 


AFTER THAT ^ 
r THE PHONE WILL 
GO DEAD AND WE'LL 
HAVE NO FURTHER 
. CONTACT WITH 
ONE ANOTHER. A 


HERE - 
TAKE THIS 


r DO NOT ^ 
CALL ANYONE, 
DO NOT TEXT 
ANYONE WITH 
IT UNDER- 
\ STAND? A 


r YEAH. ^ 
YEAH. YOU 
t TOO. , 


AND DON'T 
r WORRY/ I'VE GOT 
THE GUY / BELIEVE ME 
YOU'LL L&VB HIM' 
v HE'S A FREAKIN' . 
ftx STAR/ ^A 


I'LL GIVE 

W HIM TO YOU AT ^ 
r SCALE --THIS TIME/ 1 
BUT SIX MONTHS FROM 
NOW, EVERYONE'LL RE 
LINING UP TO PAY TRIPLE f 


U J* 1 



f J 



r 1 J_ 

_j 


jr /k» 

i 







1 1 TN 


* /V 

Jrj 






1 ■ 1 1 J 'l ” 











W WE'VE ^ 
DONE THIS 
A THOUSAND 
TIMES BEFORE, 
BUT TONIGHT'S 
GOING TO BE 
L DIFFERENT. A 


YOU'RE STILL ^ 
ASLEEP, I KNOW, BUT 
THAT'S NOT THE SAME 
AS A COMA- 1 GUESS 
THAT'S WHY I'M FEELING 
SO NERVOUS, ^ 


AND 

GUILTY, 


THESE TALKS ^ 
~ AND NIGHTLY 1 
PRAYERS HAVE 
MEANT SO MUCH TO 
ME-- 1 STILL CANT 
BELIEVE ITS BEEN 
L ALMOST TWO a 
YEAR 


BUT NOW 

W THE DOCTORS ^ 
f ARE SAYING YOU'RE ' 
MAKING AN AMAZING 
RECOVERY THEY'VE 
NEVER SEEN ANYTHING 

LIKE IT YOUR weight 
METABOLISM, ALL OF 
YOUR VITALS, EVERY- 
. THING IS JUST- WELL, . 
L THEY SAY YOU'RE A 
1^. A MIRACLE, ^ 


^ I'M NOT ^ 
READY TO BE 
ALL ALONE 
^ AGAIN, j 


_ AND THOUGH 
NOBODY'S SAID WHEN- 
r I'M SURE YOU'LL BE GOING 1 
HOME SOON. SO I DON'T 
KNOW HOW MANY MORE 
NIGHTS WE'LL HAVE TOGETHER 
THAT'S WHERE MY GUILT 
i COMES IN. I DON'T WANT a 
YOU TO GO- AT LEAST ^ 
■ , NOT YET. 


r SO BEFORE ^ 
WE GET STARTED, 

I NEED TO SAY 
SOMETHING TO 
YOU. SOMETHING I 
SHOULD HAVE SAID 
. A LONG TIME a 
^ AGO... 








THANK 

YOU. 


X thanks x 

r FOR ALWAYS N 
BEING THERE WHEN 
I NEEDED SOMEONE 
AND— AND THANKS 
FOR SIMPLY 
V LISTENING j 
J _ TO ME. 


THE STAFF HERE 

~ NEVER UNDERSTOOD IT. SOME ^ 
OF THE THINGS THEY SAY BEHIND MY 
BACK ARE VERY HURTFUL, "SAD 
SARA" THEY CALL ME, GOD'S TOLD 
ME TO BE STRONG. TO NOT LET THEM 
^ TAKE AWAY FROM MY PURPOSE ^ 
^ _ HERE ON EARTH. 


r THOUGH, 1 

1 keep 

WAITING FOR 
HIM TO TELL ME 
WHAT THAT 
k. 'PURPOSE' IS.^ 


IT S GOTTEN X 
W ME THROUGH ^ 
MANY ROUGH 
TIMES. ESPECIALLY 
WHEN IT SEEMED LIKE 
GOD WASN'T LISTENING 
TO MY PRAYERS. YOU 
WERE THE ONLY 
L ONE I COULD / 
1^. TURN TO. Xfl 










JESUS, 


WHAT X 
COULD 

POSSIBLY DRIVE 
A MAN TO THAT 
V POINT? V 


Langley, Virginia. 


(Lil mi 


£4 . 











not 

Funny.., 

strange 


X GET JViE ^1 
A RUNDOWN ^ 
ON HIS CLIENT 
list and ms 
PHONE RECORDS 
. FOR THE LAST A 
X MONTH, X 


\r I ALREADY X 
CALLED- OUR 
CHECK INDICATES 
HE DOESN'T OWN 
ONE. NEVER 

iv has . x 


/ WHAT > 
ABOUT THE 
REST OF 
THE 

t FAMILY? a 


K CHECKED ^ 
THEM TOO. 
THEY ALL CAME 

K UP BLANK. ^ 


f SO ^ 

' WHERE'S 
OUR 

L MOTIVE? 


X A GREAT X 
/ JOB. LOVING > 
WIFE WITH OVER- 
ACHIEVING 
CHILDREN. CHURCH 
VOLUNTEER. 

\ THIS GUY HAD / 
V IT ALL. X 


^ AKD LOSS ^ 
i'H> ac,rtii>TT> 

: V, t ? F I IN£, ri5iK0 
Of S56MINcj|nG 
w, TO Li. 


r THEN 
WE'RE 
MISSING 
SOME- 
. THING. „ 


" WHAT ^ 
DO YOU HAVE 
. FRANK? . 


^ RIGHT X 
NOW OUR 
ANSWERS SAY 
. 11 NOTHING" y 


X NOT much, x 
X HIS NAME'S RILL \ 
/ WINSTON, PRACTICES \ 
LAW WITH THE ' 
BRADFORD/KLEIN FIRM. 
SPECIALIZES IN ESTATE 
PLANNING, HIS WIFE AND 
CO- WORKERS SAY 
HE HAD NO ENEMIES 
AND TWO DAYS AGO HE 
GOT HIMSELF A BIG PRO- 
MOTION AND RAISE, , 
\ FUNNY WAY TO / 
\ CELEBRATE DON'T / 
X YOU THINK? X 









^ AMD WHAT'S X 
THIS GUY DOING HIDING 
A GUN IN A SECRET 
V COMPARTMENT? 


^ HE WAS x 

afraid of 
something 

V ELSE, ( 


Y IT GETS \ 

r BETTER, JOHNSON 
AND RITOWSKI DID A 
SWEEP OF THE HOUSE- 
THERE ISN'T ANOTHER 
v BULLET IN THE ENTIRE 
PLAGE- 


EXACTLY. 


Y so X 
\ / THE GUN \ 
)/ WASN'T FOR V 
f PROTECTION. 1 
f MEANING ONE 1 
OF TWO THINGS” 
EITHER THIS GUY'S 
A SUICIDAL 
MANIAC WHO'S 
BEEN THINKING OF 

killing himself 

FOR A WHILE 
AND LAST NIGHT 
l HE FINALLY 
i GETS BRAVE J 
X ENOUGH TO M 
DO IT M l 

ORrrr 


r AND HE > 
KNEW THIS 
DAY WOULD 
EVENTUALLY 
v COME. > 


x SO LET'S X 
W HOPE I'M JUST 
r OVERREACTING 
AND WE FIND OUT 
HE WAS JUST 
BANGING HIS 
SECRETARY AND GOT 
CAUGHT OR ALL 
, HIS STOCKS , 
L CRASHED IN THE / 
V MARKET. 


_ I'M X^ 
7 HEADING ^ 
BACK TO THE 
OFFICE. I WANT 
THIS THING 
. CLOSED BY j 
X THURSDAY / 


r WHAT < 
DO YOU 
WANT ME TO 
DO WITH THE 
V WIFE? > 


X take her xs 

/ TO A FRIEND'S ^ 
HOUSE AND LET 
HER KNOW WE'LL 
NEED HER TO COME 
TO THE STATION 
X WHEN SHE'S y 
X. READY. 


r l HEARN 
SHE'S 
TAKING IT 
PRETTY 
. HARD. ^ 


X YOU'D X. 

BE TOO IF YOU 
FOUND THE DOG 
LICKING YOUR 
HUSBAND'S 
, BRAINS OFF THE . 
X CARPET, X 


I'M JUST 

saying. 


MICE, 

FRANK 


Jjj - 1 J .r ■ r 1 1 J||— ■ 




u 









V' J 

1 rfji 

1 ^ i 

1 

■» 4 B 


r * * 

w 

1 


i 

r 


it ■ J 



















3:27 A.M 



HOW'S 

THIS? 


^ A BIT 
MELODRAMATIC 
^ BUT IT'LL DO, 


IT'S 

MORE THAN 
^ THAT... 


DON'T USE ^1 
YOUR NATURAL 
STATE - YOU NEED A 
. TANGIBLE FORM 
^ HERE. _ 4 




n - t 


-£at- 


mm 


ftfF' .. 
ITS |# 


r THEY SAID ^ 
YOU FOUND 
AN ANOMALY 
WHERE THERE 
SHOULDN'T 
fet. BE ONE, A 


W THAT 1 
MEANS 1 
SOMEONE'S 
TRYING TO 
SHIFT ONE OF 
THE DEAD . 
L ZONES , A 














IMPOSSIBLE 


f . JT \ 
TAKES 
AWAY 
OUR 

POWERS 

v too, y 


BUT THAT'S 

X YOUR PROBLEM 4 
/ NOW. I'M ONLY A ~ 
'GUARD I A NT I WATCH AND 
I REPORT. ALL I KNOW, IS 
WHEN I FOLLOWED THEIR 
AGENT HE WENT INTO THE 
ANOMALY AND NOW 
HE'S TRYING TO 'MASK' 

\ ITS PRESENCE. YOU j 

\ determine what m 

^5^ THAT MEANS, 


Jr YOU'LL ^ 
r FIND THE N 
ISOL ATED AREA 
AROUND THE 
CORNER ABOUT 
, EIGHTY YARDS, 
V DOWN., 


THEY'RE 
NOT GOING 
TO LIKE 
THIS- 











..SHF SAID T SPENT 

roo much ri'ViE in my room. 

T| I AT I WASN'T TRYING l YARD ^ 

ENOUGH BE LIKE THE OTHERS OR » 

THAT TO NEVER GLT A DATE BECAUSE 1 
Tl IF BOYS WOULDN'T L KF SOME CNF 1 
THAT WAS AFRAID TO GO OU f OF M 
L THE MOUSE. THAT'S WHAT M. 

SHE ALWAYS SA(D-THAT 

I WAS AFRAID, BUT, SHE 

NEVER ASKED ^ 
ONCE WHY I WAS 
V DOING I ''"C>.. J . !' T 1 'INK 

maybe she d have 
ft wanted to know 

rX ^ WKA" WAS KEEPING 

' ME IN MY ROOM A 

SO MUCH,., 


A I GUESS HE N 
MUST BE BUSY 
WITH PROBLEMS 
BIGGER THAN . 
MINE. / 

ll/ MlMf LtKE 

liiSlllxML yours 


JUST 

oyvcE. 


EVEN AFTER 

^ I FOUND OUT TD ^B 
W BEEN ADOPTED, YOU'D ^ 
r THINK THAT WOULD HAVE ~ 
GIVEN HER CAUSE TO WONDER 
WHY HER DAUGHTER WAS 
SUCH AN OUTCAST, AND 
EVERY TIME DAD TRIED TO GET 
INVOLVED, HE ONLY SEEMED 
INTERESTED FOR ABOUT A 
DAY. THEN HE'D IGNORE IT, 

HE WAS THE OPPOSITE / 
L OF MOM” ACTING AS A 
IF NOTHING WAS //■ 
EVER WRONG, //>;., 


1 NEED TO 
GO NOW- 
SLEEP 
TIGHT. 


AND 1 ^B 
T PRAYED TO 
GOD EVERY NIGHT 
TO TAKE AWAY MY 
LONELINESS AND 
. HELP MAKE ME 
^ FIT IN, ^ 
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P0RIAC1D 
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ENDGAME— 







r MARC/ ^ 
I NEED THOSE 
NUMBERS 
ANALYZING THE 
S STOCK... a 


r ALREADY ^ 
SENT. 

CHECK YOUR 
v E-MAIL* > 


^ WHAT N 
ABOUT THE 
BUDGET 
. UPDATES? , 


I'M ON IT. 
GIVE ME 
TWO MORE 
SECONDS... 


HOW MANY 
GRAMMYS DOES 
. NELLY HAVE? ^ 


GUYANA, 
DOWN IN 
SOUTH 
AMERICA. 


" THERE/ 

ITS IN YOUR 
v. INBOX. > 


y WHERE X 
DID THE 
JONESTOWN 
SUICIDES 
TAKE PLACE 
v AGAIN? A 


THREE 


^ MR. ^ 
DeLEON? 
I MEAN 
BOB..,. , 


y YOU X 
HAD IT RIGHT 
THE FIRST 
TIME— WHAT 
DO YOU 
V NEED? y 


Um,., 

EXCUSE 

IVM-. 

EVERY' 
t ONE. . 



X. 

^ _ X tt 


- \ x ! 4 

















pour 

ACTUALLY.. AND 
YOU'RE DOING FINE- 
SOME SAY GREAT, IN FACT, 
WHICH MEANS YOU'RE A 
'GO-GETTER *. THAT'S 
GOOD. 1 LIKE GO-GETTERS. 
BUT I ALREADY HAVE 
MY FEATURE 
WRITERS. 


WHAT 
I DIDN'T 
HAVE WAS 
SOMEONE 
FOR THE 
POLICE AND 
FIRE BLOTTER, 
THAT'S WHY 
YOU WERE 
HIRED, 


DO 
YOU 
THINK 
THAT'S 
THE 

BEST FIT 
FOR 
ME? 


TELL ME 
YOU DIDN'T 
SAY WHAT 
I JUST 
HEARD? 



WHAT 
I MEANT 
t TO... J 


^ THAT WAS ^ 
A RHETORICAL 
. QUESTION, , 


^ BUT LET ME 
GUESS. ..YOU'RE TOO 
GOOD - TOO TALENTED 
. FOR THE BLOTTER 
PAGE? 


r SO DID BEN , \ 

AND MARTY 
AND DAN AND HELL ! 
v $HERLEE r a I EVEN 
^ V DID I f 


^ WELL ^ 
r LET ME 1 
TELL YOU 
SOMETHING- 
SEE BETH HERE 
SHE COVERED 
t IT, RIGHT . 
X BETH? y 



* O ,i 1ST y 

1 

1 

hr- 


A t, | '-’p, . 



v, i ii 
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DID 

YOU HEAR 
ME,..? 


you're 


4-* fWlIj f'f'; 



n 


j ^ 

l > r . ■■; ■■ 

' sl 

t, i 

K 1 

^ 1 

r 

• 

?lro 

\ <■- 


Kj[V 
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cara 

LISTEN TO ME/ 

IF WE GET SEPARATED 
YOU NEED TO GET OUT 
OF HERE. GO AND J 
GET HELP' 


NO,,. I'M 
NOT GOING 
TO LEAVE 
YOU, 


I'M NOT 
ASKING YOU TO. 
I'M JUST SAYING IF 
WE GET SEPARATED 
YOU NEED TO GET 

^ outside, a 


— 


^ DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND ^ 
ME? WE 

CANT AFFORD J 
TO... 






WHO'S 

THERE? 


f \ 

sara. ] 














ALRIGHT 
PECKER HEAD, 

YOU'VE GOT TWO 
CHOICES - -YOU EITHER 
MAKE THIS EASY FOR 
BOTH OF US. w 


OR 

YOU GET 
hurt; 








FINE, WE LL 
PLAY IT YOUR WAY, 
BUT YOU CAN'T GO 
BACK THROUGH THE 
FLAMES, YOU CAN ONLY 
GO HIGHER— AND 
THAT'S NOT A GREAT 
ESCAPE PLAN. ^ 




ILX EARLY FIRE ^Nj 

X UNITS ALREADY AT *- 
SCENE. THEY'VE BEGUN A 
EVACUATION ON THE LOWER 
LEVELS. MAKE CONTACT 
WITH AMBULANCE 17 UPON 
ARRIVAL FOR INSTRUCTIONS. 

TRIAGE CAMPS WILL BE , 
X SET UP AT ALL NEARBY JL 

lUv hospitals, wL 


X ATTENTION X— 

Z ALL AVAILABLE UN ITS. J 

explosion REPORTED AT 
ST. ANTHONY'S CONVALESCENT. 
^ IMMEDIATE RESPONSE j 

rS^ requested: ^ r 


r 


SAW* 


■F REPEAT/... #■ 
A SECOND r \ 
f EXPLOSION 1 
REPORTED At 1 
ST. ANTHONY'S: 
POSSIBLE TERRORIST 
ATTACH IN PROGRESS" 
PROCEED WITH 
r EXTREME CAUTION, 

5 WAX TEAMS 
k HAVE BEEN J 
k DEPLOYED AND M 
Px IN TRANSIT, y 


IT SET UP m 
f IMMEDIATE ' 
PERIMETER RING 
AND CLOSE OFF 
CIVILIANS. NO 
MEDIA ALLOWED, 
REPEAT/ NO MEDIA 
OR CIVILIANS 
l PERMITTED INSIDE i 

k the circle: A 


SURROUNDING 
HOSPITALS ALERTED 
AND SENDING OUT 
k HELP. ^A 


W BLOCK OF ^ 
r Ggnd STREET J 
ALL THE WAY TO 
FILLMORE AVENUE 
AND SHOOT THE 
. TRAUMA UNITS j 
kr THAT WAY. ^ M 


■ 


LADDER 13— 
WHAT'S YOUR 
, position? „ 


ARRI VING at THE 
X SCENE, WILLTAKE LEAD ON 
UPPER LEVEL SWEEP. LADDER 7 V 
CURRENTLY ASSISTING E-VAC TEAM. A 
THEY'VE COMPLETED LOWER LEVEL 
SWEEP. EARLY REPORTS INDICATE / 
V MOST PERSONNEL AND PATIENTS y/i 
\XLEAR OF THE BUILDING ,,,^# // 

Mi 


/ j 




V c 









BARELY ^ 
ABLE TO 
CRAWL- 
GOOD THING 
THAT BLAST 
DIDN'T KILL 
, YOU . 


I DON'T 
GET PAID 
WHEN MY 
TARGETS 
DIE - 


LOOK 
AT YOU 


US 


WHO SENT v 
YOU?- WHY 
DO THEY WANT 


v:fA ;-V 









1 


'O: 


/fa*, 






IT 

DOESN'T 

MATTER, 


/ 




/ 


Ky / ■ h 

- 

/ /M^ 

rn/ir — 


___ Vl 

J 

■ 

J 

'Ul 

iijjf 


V 





EXTRACTOR' 
WHAT'S HA PPE N I NG 7 
DO YOU HAVE YOUR 
TARGET?/ 


7 


r - : • / •/ ) / Jk 

ffV * *,?* 


RESCUE 
UNITS ARE 
INSIDE THE BUILDING 
GRAB YOUR G£/Y 
AND GET THE 
HELL OUT OF 
THERE/ 


f/r 



1 * 


vim sx 









r HELLO, ^ 
THIS IS MARC 
^ ROSEN, j 


r OH, GOOD 
EVENING 
MR. DeLEON 
HOW MAY 


YOU'RE ^ 
r RIGHT— THAT'S 
MY JOB NOT YOURS, 
I'M ON IT. SHOULD 
I CALL A STRINGER 
t TO HANDLE 
^ PICTURES? A 


r WAS ^ 
IT A GAS 
LINE OR 
JUST A 
l FIRE? , 


WHERE? 


r GREAT! ^ 
TELL HIM 

I'LL BE THERE 
IN FIFTEEN 
k MINUTES. A 


^ AND SIR, + 
I APPRECIATE 
THE CONFIDENCE 
YOU'RE SHOWING 
IN ME, A 


PARDON? 


X WELL, I STILL X 
APPRECIATE BEING 
YOUR FIFTH CHOICE. 
AND DON'T WORRY — 
I'M GETTING MY ASS 
DOWN THERE' AS 
.YOU SO DELICATELY, 
^ REQUEST. A 


I LOVE 
THIS 
JOB. 1 



m 

f*r| 

■Kil J 

Mr ~ f “S| 





\J I 
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floors one 

r THROUGH FOUR ^ 

ARE CLEAN. G RSON, V 
TAKE If IRE E MEN WITf I 1 

you ro the top. let I 
ME KNOW HOW FAR M 
L THE FLAMES HAVE yfl 
REACHED. 

fRitaw’' the rest^ 

W OF YOU, COME 
■l WITH me ro THE 
rOv SIDE DOOR. . 


^ WE NEED TO ^ 
MAKE SURE WE 
HAVEN'T MISSED 
v SOMEONE. > 


FAN 

OUT! 


JONES? 
REPORT 
. IN. „ 


r ALL > 
CLEAR 
DOWN 
THE EAST 
l WING, > 


LEVEL 

FIVE 

CLEAR 

CHIEF.’ 


WE'RE 
GOING 
UP ONE 
MORE. 


SIR- 

OVER 

THERE! 









GET ME 
SOME 
OXYGEN ! 


mm 


r MISS?-- ^ 
MISS/ CAN 
YOU HEAR 
ME? 


^ SHE'S NOT N 
RESPONDING. 
GET HER DOWN- 
STAIRS. tellthe 
PARAMEDICS WE 
HAVE ANOTHER 
V ONE. > 


^ EVERYONE ^ 
ELSE -SPREAD 
OUT/ WE'RE 
LOOKING FOR 
w MORE/ j 


fSTr:. *, /f -* V_r 


* * a . ‘ i 














WHAT 

DID YOU DO 
TO ME YOU 


IS THIS 
WHY THEY 

WANT YOU f 

BECAUSE YOU'RE 

'LATENT? 

LIKE X WAS?! , 

jv & 


YOU'RE 
OUI OP 
YOU ft 

r, i r\ L. 


YOU'RE 
OUT OF TIME. 
I'M GIVING YOU 
FIVE MORE 
SECONDS. 


TWO 


GROUND 

V CONTROL-- \ 
WE'RE BLOCKED ! 
NEED HELICOPTER 
ASSISTANCE TO 
SCAN THE ROOF 
FOR ANY CIVILIANS 
THAT MAY HAVE A 
^ GONE THAT A 
WAY! 


TURN 
BACK ! 












THAT'S 

WHERE 1 COME 
IN, I GET HIRED 
BECAUSE TARGETS 
UKB YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING 
SOMEONE ELSE 
NEEDS . 


SOMETHING 

VERY 


IMPORTANT! 

Ms 

■ « 




ITS 

MY JOB 
TO MAKE 
SURE THEY 
GET THAT 
BACK' 






^ TARGET ^ 
CONTAINED,., 
JUST 

TENDERIZING 
THE MEAT, 


THOSE 
AREN'T YOUR 

k orders: , 


WHO 

ARE... 


V* DO YOU 1 
COPY? DO 

NOT ENGAGE 
w TARGET/ r 


r THIS IS 
A SNATCH 
AND GRAB 
l, ONLY/ . . 


I 70 NOT 
£N<SA<S£f, 


WHAT'S 

THAT 

NOISE? 


acwPAMtflfl 

WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 
. THERE? . d 


DO YOU 
READ ME? 
REPORT 
YOUR 
L STATUS! j 


EXTRACTOR? 


r jesus n 

CHRIST'... THAT'S 
lT/. f ABORT 
MISSION! a 


m 

L ■\£3P r '--. 

¥ 


fv 

P':. 

if 



1; 


l AJrry "jk 

JW jAm M}\ In 



U' M 




RZHAV. 


A&Ofit 

YOUR 

/H&&ON/1 


w TARGET 
NO LONGER A 

, W£Al' 














MOMENTS AGO, IT WAS CONFIRMED 
THAT ANOTHER EXPLOSION HAS OCCURRED 
AT St. ANTHONY'S. AS WAS REPORTED 
EARLIER, THE FIRST EXPLOSION WAS 
QUICKLY FOLLOWED WITH SPECULATION 
THAT TH IS MAY BE AN ORGANIZED 
TERRORIST ATTACK. 

PRESENTLY, WE HAVE NO CONFIRMED 
EXPLANATIONS FOR THE EXPLOSIONS, CITY 
OFFICIALS ARE TRYING TO ASCERTAIN 
WHETHER THESE WERE TRAGIC ACCIDENTS- 
MISHAPS IN BUILDING MAlNTAlNANCE- 
OR, AS SOME ARE SAYING, THE ACTIVITIES 
OF PERSONS OR GROUPS YET UNKNOWN, 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THIS 
SITUATION, IN ANTICIPATION OF OFFICIAL 
WORD FROM A POLICE SPOKESMAN, 
OBVIOUSLY, A DETERMINATION OF THE 
CAUSE OF THE EXPLOSIONS WILL HAVE A 
HUGE IMPACT ON THE STATE OF MIND OF 
THOSE LIVING IN THE NEW YORK AREA. 



on, for we love of sopu 

GIVE ME A BREAK ! 

THEY CANT TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
TERRORIST BOMBINGS AND A BO/LER ROOM 
EXPLOSION'' THOSE ARE SOME KIND OF 
SLEUTHS YOUR TAX DOLLARS ARE EMPLOYING. 
YOU'D THINK BEING ABLE TO QUICKLY TELL THE 
AREA CITIZENS WHETHER THEYARE UNDER 
ATTACK BY EXTREMIST MILITANTS WOULD BE A 
PRIORITY. BUT!" WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM 
THE SAME CROWD THAT HAS YET TO COME 
FORWARD WITH ANYTHING ABOUT THAT BLIND- 
ING ’GREEN FLASH' FROM THE OTHER NIGHT. 

IS THERE A CONNECTION? YOUR GUESS IS 
AS GOOD AS MINE, BUT THERE ARE A LOT OF 
PIECES TO THIS PUZZLE. 

THAT LIGHT WAS SEEN AS FAR OFF AS NEWARK! 
THE AUTHORITIES AREN'T EVEN BOTHERING TO 
DENY THAT IT OCCURRED. IN FACT, SEVERAL 
ON-DUTY POLICE OFFICERS CALLED IN WITH 
EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNTS, STILL, CITY HALL IS 
OFFERING NO EXPLANATION OF THAT PHENOM- 
ENON, SO TONIGHT, AS ALWAYS, THE QUESTION IS-- 

'POYOUmiMFSf* 
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AS SOME OF YOU MAY REMEMBER, St. 
ANTHONY S HOSPITAL, AS IT WAS KNOWN 
IN THE SIXTIES AND SEVENTIES, WAS 
REGULARLY USED AS A REFUGE BY SOME 
OF THE AILING MOVIE STARS OF THAT 
BYGONE ERA. ITS DISCREET STAFF AND 
MANAGEMENT TENDED DOZENS OF THE 
"HOLLYWOOD ELITE' IN TIMES OF NEED. 

THOSE IN THE KNOW SUSPECTED THAT THE 
FACILITY EXPANDED TO THOSE CELEBRITIES 
WITH ADDICTION PROBLEMS AS WELL. ALL 
THE WILD SPECULATION ENDED WHEN THE 
FACILITY WAS ABRUPTLY PURCHASED BY 
A SECRETIVE INTERNATIONAL GROUP 
ABOUT SIX YEARS AGO, 

THESE CONFLICTED CONNECTIONS 
HAVE LED TO RAMPANT RUMORS THAT THE 
EXPLOSIONS MAY BE SOME SORT OF 
RETALIATORY ACTION BY OVERSEAS RIVALS. 





W 1 NEED A HOSE ^ 
ON THE NORTH SIDE ' 
AND CLEAR A PATH FOR 
THOSE AMBULANCES' 
CONTAINMENT GROUP- - 
. WHAT'S YOUR A 
fc- CONDITION? 


FOUR NEW 

r TRUCKS ARRIVING NOW, * 
OUR VANTAGE POINT SHOWS 
THE UPPER PART OF BUILDING 
IS BEGINNING TO COLLAPSE. 1 

helicopters reported NO 

ONE ON THE ROOF. WE'RE 
V ABOUT... HANG ON A A 
SECOND /„. 


r THERE'S ^ 
SOMEONE J 
COMING OUT 
OF THE 
. BUILDING.' > 


f NOf ' 
WE'RE ALL 
ACCOUNTED 
« FOR, a 


IS IT 
ONE OF 
OURS? 


ARE THEY 
INJURED? 


^ CAN'T v 

TELL-- SMOKE'S 
TOO THICK TO 
l SEE . 1 V 


l/ ■ 

Ml feJ I 1 . 

■1 HMHI ) 

\W\ v 

mwsmi! 
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r ST. MARY'S^ 
IN MERRICK, 
THAT'S TWENTY 
MINUTES , 
L AWAY' 


- BOBBY, N 
HOW'S IT 
LOOK BACK 
v THERE? v 


...MALE, 

X MID TWENTIES, 
f SMOKE INHALATION \ 
AND MILD TRAUMA. 

SECOND VICTIM ALSO 
MALE, SEVENTIES, ACUTE 
EMPHYSEMA with A 
COLLAPSED LUNG AND 
SEVERE SMOKE 
L INHALATION. A 
m. CONDITION IS A 
X CRITICAL ! Jam 


E.T.A. IS 
FIVE 

MINUTES. 


WE'RE 

STACKED UP 
HERE . REQUEST 
YOU ROUTE TO j 
. ST MARYS. A 










^ GOT TWO ^ 
MORE FOR YOU, 
THE OLDER ONE 
MEEDS IMMEDIATE 
V ATTENTION. y 


y TAKE THEM 
TOST. MARY'S, 
WE CAN'T ACCEPT 
ANY MORE 
V ADMITTANCE, J 


r WE > 
DON'T 
HAVE THE 
. ROOM, , 


r THEN AJ 
MAKE THE _ 

. ROOM r 1 — _ 

tve 

GOT A. PATIENT ^ 
W THAT ISN'T GOING 
f TO MAKE IT THROUGH 
I ANOTHER TRANSPORT. 
I HE NEEDS HELP NOW/ 
L HIS HEARTBEAT'S 
^ ALREADY DOWN A 
VS^ TO 37. 


Tt mimf 


> fine/ \ 

LEAVE HIM 
BUT TAKE 
THE OTHER 
PATIENT 
OVER 
TO.,, ' 


^ X CANT A 
DO THAT I 
HAVE ANOTHER 
EVAC RUN TO 

V make, y 


r I'M X 
ALREADY 
DOUBLE 
STACKING 
WARDS AS 

v it is, y 


HANG in 
THERE, BUDDY. 
YOU'LL BE 
FINE. 








THAT'S 
MOT MY 

.problem: 


WHAT I'VE GOT 
IS A BURNING BUILDING 
AND FIVE DOZEN DISPLACED 
PATIENTS WAITING FOR MY ' MY 
UNIT TO RETURN AND , ORDERS 
PICK THEM UP. ARE TO 

UNLOAD 
HERE. 



alright: 


what 

KIND OF 
PAPERWORK 
DO YOU 
HAVE ON 
THEM? 


MINIMAL. 

THE OLD GUY'S 
CHARTS MADE IT 
OUT OF THE FIRE. 
NOT SURE ABOUT 
THE OTHER PATIENT. 
NO ONE KNEW 
MUCH ABOUT 
HIM. 




11 IT COULD ‘ 
FEW DAYS E 
WE KNOW 
HIS STOR 1 

FAKE A 
BEFORE 

what 
r is. " 

| 


■ 

1 

t 

I 


UNFORTUNATELY 
YOU'LL HAVE TO 
SHARE A ROOM WITH 
OTHERS. UNTIL WE 
SORT THINGS OUT. 




2:17 a.m. 




















T MS. EVANS... < 
PLEASE, THE 
OTHER PATIENTS, 
YOU'RE WAKING 
k. THEM' V 


V A MON$T£R/ ^ 

I SAW A BLACK 
MOBSTER' IT WAS 
l TRYING TO EAT A 

^ HIM' ^ 


r WHO 
WAS 
GETTING 
t EATEN? 


r THE NEW ' 
GUY'— WITH 
THE BLONDE 
v HAIR, j 


y FLIES >£| 
OFF THE 
HANDLE FOR 

NO GOOD 
K REASON L y 


^ SHE'S V: 
DONE THIS n 
KIND of I 
THING j 
v BEFORE, C 


W MS, ^ 
r EVANS, \ i 
YOU NEED \ 
TO RELAX- 
TRY AND 
GO BACK 
TO SLEEP, i 
THERE'S / 
^NOTHING/ 
|k WE 

mimi 


f THAT MUST \ 
HAVE BEEN 
WHAT SHE SAW. 

GODDAMN 
COCKROACHES/ 
CALL THE 
N CUSTODIAN. A 







I'M ALSO : 

,X LOOKING INTO THE ^ 
/ HOSPITAL'S HISTORY, THEY ^ 
SPECIALIZE IN LONG TERM CARE 
OF PATIENTS WITH CHRONIC AND 
RARE CONDITIONS. IT'S NOT 

really clear where they get 

THEIR FUNDING. LOOKS LIKE THE 
V ONE HOSPITAL IN THE STATE A 
|\ TAKING NO FEDERAL / 
iSrHiy DOLLARS. / 


in 1 . m* VH 1 


^ MORNING, > 
PEOPLE. WHAT'VE 
WE GOT ON THE 
BIG FIRE LAST 
> _ NIGHT? X 


CITY HALL 

IS STILL MUM ON THE 
CAUSE, SAY THEY'RE NOT 
RULING OUT ANY POSSI- 
■ _ 8/LITIES YET. ^ 


TTTQ"" 


FfceUUIllLW 


I'M PLANNING 
SOME FOLLOW UP INTER- 
VIEWS WITH THE MEDICAL STAFF 
AND POSSIBLY A FEW OF THE 
PATIENTS. FOR NOW, THERE'S LOTS 
OF NICE PHOTOS. THE STRINGER 
DID A GREAT JOB. 


GOOD. ___ 

JESS, YOU 

HANDLE ALL THE BIG 
PICTURE STUFF. WHERE, 
WHEN, HOW... WAS THE PLACE 
UP TO FIRE CODE, ALL THAT 
STUFF- -ERIC, GET ME AN 
UPDATE ON THE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT ANGLE. 
ANYTHING ELSE? 


A 


i on 


^ SEND LINDA 
OVER TO THE MAYOR'S 


OFFICE- 1 NEED A QUOTE ON 
SOMETHING/ ANYTHING/ 
TELL HER TO ASK JABLON$KI 
IN THE D.A.S OFFICE THAT I 
WANT A HEADS UP IF THEY'RE 
v GOING TO CALL A PRESS . 
X_ CONFERENCE, ^X 


AND HAVE 

A WILSON GET ME A X 
LIST OF THE PATIENTS IN 
THE BUILDING, WE NEED TO 
SEE IF ANY OF THEM WERE 
CELEBRlTiES-AT LEAST WE'LL 
v HAVE SOMETHING FOR y 
X THE GOSSIP PAGE. X 


" WHAT ABOUT ' 
YOU MARC? 
GOT ANYTHING 
INTERESTING WE 
V MISSED? ^ 











WHICH IS 
ODD, BECAUSE 
THEY HAVE A LOT 
OF VETERANS 
THERE FOR SOME 
REASON 


n => £©[&= =■ fctgOc == *£©[&= 


P-tek 



X HE'S RIGHT, X 
/ WE TRIED DOING ^ 
f A PIECE ON THEM A 1 
COUPLE OF YEARS 
AGO BUT NEVER GOT 
ANYWHERE WITH IT. MY 
NOTES SAY THEY 
^ WEREN'T VERY J 
\ COOPERATIVE A 
BACK THEN. j£\ll 



S AND A 
WHAT 
ABOUT THE 
/PATIENTS?. 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

THEM? 


I DON'T KNOW 

W I'M GUESSING HALF X 
THOSE PEOPLE HAVEN'T 
STEPPED OUTSIDE THE PLACE 
IN YEARS, MAYBE DECADES, 
AND NOW THEY'RE SCATTERED 
, AROUND THE CITY. WHAT'S A 
^ THE TOLL ON A 
Vw THEM? 


X NOT BAD- X 
X OKAY, LOOK INTO \ 
THAT. IF IT TURNS UP 
ANYTHING INTERESTING 
WE'LL PUT A STAFFER 
ON IT, AND MAKE SURE 
. ALL YOUR NOTES 
\ GET OVERT O / 

X HERNANDEZ. A 


< OKAY, ^ 
NEXT! THE 
LOOMING 
TRANSIT 
^ STRIKE.., . 


\ 





Langley, Virginia. 



X WELL, IF X 
/ YOU HAVE \ 
NO FURTHER 
QUESTIONS, WE"D 
LIKE TO LEAVE. 
MY CLIENT AND 1 
HAVE FUNERAL 

arrangements 
v TO TAKE y 
X CARE OF. X 


rlvi SORRY I ' 
COULDNT BE OF 
. MORE HELP. > 


/ / X NOT < 

/ / / AT ALL. \ 
/ / THANK YOU 
/ / AGAIN FOR 
/ YOUR TIME, 
MRS. WINSTON 
i AGAIN, WE'RE 
\ ALL VERY 
\\ \ SORRY FOR 
VOUR / 
thankA LOSS. / 
YOU. A 


r IF YOU > 
THINK OF 
ANYTHING, 
ANYTHING 
t AT ALL - , 




X A LITTLE, X 

/ MAYBE. \ 
* BUT YOU KNOW, > 
SHE'S A LAWYER'S 
WIFE. HALF 
THEIR FRIENDS 
ARE PROBABLY 
LAWYERS. YOU 
L KNOW HOW J 
L THEY RUN IN A 

\ X packs. 


DO YOU 
THINK IT'S 
k ODD 


; HER ^ 
COMING IN 
HERE WITH A 
TOP FLIGHT 
V LAWYER? 


YEAH. 

LIKE 

WOLVES 


WELL THAT X 
W WENT ABOUT \ 
¥ EXACTLY HOW 1 \ 
WOULD HAVE f 
1 GUESSED. BUT I 
ft DON'T SENSE SHE i 
WAS HIDING 
"X ANYTHING. 












WE ^ 
f GOT A 1 
r CALL FROM 
THE MAYOR'S 
OFFICE LAST 
NIGHT, THEY 
WANT US TO 
WRAP THIS 
. UP AND 
> PUT IT TO J 
^ BED, A 


f KNOW. 1 
MY 

CONTACT 
SAID THE 
request 
CAME 
FROM THE 
GOVER- j 
\ NOR. J- 


r IT WAS THE 1 
GOVERNOR 
HIMSELF. NOT 
ANY OF HIS 
N STAFF. A 


f NO ^ 

/ ONE ' 
THERE HAS 
AUTHORITY 
TO MAKE 
THAT 

L CALL ? y" 


WHAT? THE 
STAFF THERE 
WOULDN'T,, 


^ LET ME 
r GUESS, THE 1 
GOVERNOR WAS 
A CLIENT AT THE 
LAW FIRM 
w OF OUR 

k. deceased,^ 


^ MR. WINSTON > 
RAISED A LOT 
OF MONEY FOR 
HIM IN THE LAST 

v election, > 


SO, THEY'RE 

f FRIENDS. PROBABLY 1 
JUST WANTS TO SPARE 
THE WIDOW WINSTON 
ANY MORE EMBARRASS- 
MENT. THE SOONER THIS 
IS CLOSED, THE SOONER 
IT'S OUT OF THE HEAD' 
t LINES FOR THEM. . 
V NOTHING SINISTER ^A 
if ^ THERE. 


YOU'RE PROBABLY j 
f RIGHT. STILL, WHEN WE ^ 
CALLED HIS NEW YORK 
CONTACTS FROM WINSTON'S 
CELL, EVERYONE WAS 

ON VACATION, J 

UNREA CHE A BL E. ^ 















X AND SO, X 
f YOU TOOK N 
IT UPON YOUR- 
SELF TO BE 
COMPROMISED 
WHILE ALSO 
POTENTIALLY 

breaching 

V OUR LOCA- > 

V TlON$ r / 


X NO ONE 
f GIVES A SHIT ' 
ABOUT WHY I'M 
HERE. YOUR 
BOSSES MADE 
THAT VERY CLEAR 
\ TO ME LONG a 
X AGO. 


YEAH, WELL, 

r FROM WHAT I HEAR ^ 

YOU'RE NOT THE MOST 
DISCREET WARRIOR 
^ HELL'S GOT A 
EITHER, ijl 


YOU'RE 

RIGHT.., 


YOU'RE SAYING OUR 
S HELLSPAWN GOES MISSING, ^ 
HIS BODY THEN TURNS UP 
ROTTING IN THESE ALLEYS, AND 
THE PLACE HE KILLED HIMSELF 
ISN'T QUITE A 'DEAD ZON'EX 
V AND NONE OF THAT WAS A 
X. WORTH REPORTING ?'^B 


NONE OF IT?/ 


S' let 

ME EXPLAIN 
SOMETHING TO 
v YOU*. < 


THIS IS IT? 
THIS ALL IT 
TOOK,..? 


CHEMICALS 
MADE BY THE 
HUMANS? 


X THAT X 
DIDN'T HAVE 
ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH IT, 

I JUST NEVER 
SAW' ANYTHING 
WORTH 

V REPORTING. S 


I JUST 
WANT TO 
UNDER- 
STAND,,, 









''T.BUT WHAT 
I DON'T DO IS 
SUCCUMB TO 
THEIR TEMPTA 
v TIONS \ , 


OKAY, 
MAYBE I 
WENT A LITTLE 
NATIVE, BUT 1 
N0V0R LEFT 

v my post' y 


^ AND YOU x 
DIDN'T REPORT 

^ ANYTHING? ; 


YOU'RE 
SURE NO 
ONE ELSE 
KNOWS? 


JUST 

YOU. 


LET'S 
KEEP IT 
THAT 
WAY 


t W' 

* 

•jm 


E-' ,1' 


IT m 








X 1 have X 

Y TO SAY \ 
f YOU'RE \ 
REMARKABLY 
HEALTHY FOR 
SOMEONE WHO'S 
BEEN THROUGH AS 
MUCH AS YOU 
HAVE. HOW LONG 
^ WERE YOU / 
ft. IN YOUR 

COMA? XX 


X 1 know X 
Y YOU'RE \ 
* ANXIOUS TO GET N 
OUT OF HERE, SO WE 
APPRECIATE YOUR 
PATIENCE WITH THE 
LONG WAIT, BUT I 
WANTED TO GET ALL 
YOUR TEST RESULTS 
, BACK BEFORE 
\ SPEAKING A 
riX WITH YOU. vffl 


^ WHAT v 

about your 

. DOCTOR? ^ 


NO 

ONE 

CAN 

TELL 

ME. 


T HE SAID > 
MY FILES ARE 
MISSING-- OR 
SOMETHING -- 
AND THEY'RE 
SEARCHING 
L FOR THEM. > 


r I'M SORRY, X 
MR. DOWNING, 
BUT WE NEED TO 
TRANSFER YOU 
TO ANOTHER 
L. HOSPITAL. J 


/ OUR 
f CENTER 1 
IS FOR 
THE MORE 
SERIOUS 
INJURIES. 
UNFORTU- 
NATELY - 
WE NEED 
THE BED 
YOU'RE 
V OCCUPY) 
A IN6. A 


TRANS 

FER? 

WHAT 

FOR? 


THEY'LL BE 
DOING ALL FOLLOW 


WE LL BE 
SENDING YOU W 
ACROSSTHE ■ 
BRIDGE TO 

TRINITY 
GENERAL !* 


UP ASSESSMENTS 
THERE." 




- 


£ x 


en hours later 


'■i U 


O J 








r WELL , 

I'M SURE 
THERE'S 
AN* EXPLA 
^ NATION. 


iifr BUT PROM 
Wr MY FINDINGS, \ 
V THERE'S NO REASON \ 
I NEED TO KEEP YOU 
HERE ANY LONGER- -BUT 
LET ME CHECK WITH 
YOUR PHYSICIAN FROM 
ST, ANTHONY'S FIRST. 

, SEE WHAT HE HAS 
L TO SAY. DO YOU / 
\ REMEMBER / 

. V HIS NAME? ^y\ 


\Y i ll give 

HIM A CALL, LET X 
r HIM KNOW YOUR 1 
TEST RESULTS AND 

SEE IF HE WONT 
AGREE TO LET YOU BE 
RELEASED TOO. DO 
YOU HAVE SOMEONE 
S.THAT CAN PICK YOU . 
\ UP AND SIGN Z 
Ihw YOU OUT? y= 


1 THINK 
IT'S DR, 
BAXTER. 


y NOT X 

f REALLY— > 
THEY SAY ALL 
MY PERSONAL 
INFORMATION'S 
IN THE FILES 

Y THEY'VE A 

V LOST. 


' THAT ^ 
COULD BE A 
t PROBLEM. J 


1 ' yr M AYBE 1 C AN - 
Y OH ^ EXCUSE me FOR X 
r A MOMENT... HELLO, ^ 
DR. BAXTER? THIS IS 
DR r E&NER AT TRINITY. I'M 
CALLING ABOUT ONE OF 
YOUR PATIENTS THAT WAS 
TRANSFERRED HERE AFTER 
l THE EXPLOSION. HIS > 
NAME IS JIM Y 
DOWNING, 



* 

1 

L j 

LV 

5 







LOOK- ^ m 
Y I'M JUST 1 
TRYING TO FREE 
UPA BED FOR SOME 
ONE ELSE THAT 
COULD REALLY USE 
IT. YOUR PATIENT 
L IS IN NEAR A 
^ PERFECT,,, ^ 


f YES, s 

I'M SURE , 
HE'S WITH 
ME RIGHT 
V NOW, y 


I DON'T 
UNDER- 
STAND. 


. X ANYWAY, ^B 
XT THE REASON ^ 
/ I'M CALLING IS B 
( THAT ALL HIS 1 
RESULTS HAVE COME 
BACK NEGATIVE AND 
I WAS GETTING READY 
TO RELEASE HIM. 1 
WANTED TO KNOW IF 
THERE WAS ANYONE 
YOU KNEW OF 
V THAT WE COULD A 
\ CONTACT TO A 
\ COME PICK M 
X HIM up ? ^ 


I APPRECIATE 
r THAT, BUT YOU ALSO ' 
KNOW WE AREN'T 
ALLOWED TO KEEP A 
PATIENT AGAINST HIS WILL 
^ AFTER HE'S BEEN A 
CLEARED? ^ A 


I'M SURE 

r THAT'S ALL TRUE, ^ 
BUT I'LL NEED HIS FILES 
TO CONFIRM, THAT, IF 
YOU COULD SEND 
l THOSE OVER, THEN a 
ILL,,. 


SO WHEN 

Y DO YOU THINK YOU ^ 
WILL FIND THEM? EVERY- 
ONE ELSE FROM YOUR 
FACILITY THAT CAME HERE 
HAD THEIR PAPERWORK OR 
WERE IN THE DATABASE. 
MR. DOWNING HERE SEEMS 
TO HAVE SOMEHOW SLIPPED 
^ BETWEEN THE A 
CRACKS. ^^B 


YC TM ^B 

NOT ACCUSING ^ 
W YOU OF ANYTHING- - B 
r SO LET'S JUST CALM 1 
DOWN, ALL I NEED IS 
SOME DOCUMENTATION 
I CAN VERIFY, THAT GIVES 
ME THE RIGHT TO KEEP 
HIM HERE ANOTHER 
DAY. HE'S BEEN ASKING 
FOR HIS DISCHARGE 
ALL DAY, SO I NEED l 
k SOMETHING OFFICIAL A 
^ FOR MY A 
^ RECORDS, ^ 


YES, HE 

ALREADY TOLD ME 
Y ABOUT HIS COMA, THOUGH 1 
THAT'S NOT REASON ENOUGH, 
NOT WITH THE RESULTS I HAVE 
IN FRONT OF ME-' BUT YOU MAY 
BE IN LUCK, HE DOESN'T SEEM 
TO HAVE ANYONE ABLE TO SIGN 
HIM OUT OF HERE, THAT 
k MIGHT BE MY ONLY CAUSE A 
FOR KEEPING HIM ^^A 
LONGER. 


Y NO, ^ 
THERE'S 
NOTHING, 
ALL HIS 
STATS ARE 
GREAT. A 
FEW ARE 
AMAZING 
L EVEN. A 


WHAT 
DID YOU 
SAY? 


r FIN£/^ 

YOU DO 
WHAT YOU 
HAVE TO 

L DO. A 


IS THAT 


threat? 


J 3 E \ \ 

Wjj : 

i ■■ . i 

\ j i i 


i ! 1 







SARA? 


r OH MY 
GOODNESS! 
v JIM/ > 


^ WHAT % 
ARE YOU 
DOING 
. HERE? j 



X THIS IS WHERE X 
/ THEY TOOK ME \ 
r AFTER 1 FAINTED IN 1 
THE BUILDING, BUT I 
HAVE TO TELL YOU, I'VE 
BEEN GOING CRAZY 
WONDERING WHAT 
. HAPPENED TO YOU . 
L THOUGH - YOU / 
^ LOOK GREAT/ X---. 


X THANKS. X 
T THE DOCTORS > 
MUST THINK 
SO TOO BECAUSE 
THEY'RE DIS- 
CHARGING ME 
ALREADY. 1 HAVE 
A RIDE COMING IN 
l ABOUT TWENTY v 
X MINUTES, A 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

YOU? 


NEVER 

MIND, 


X UM.„ X 
CAN I ASK 
YOU A REALLY 
HUGE 

X FAVOR? X 


SURE, YOU 
CAN ASK ME 
ANYTHING 
YOU LIKE, 


X IT SOUNDS X 
LIKE HE JUST N 
SOLVED HIS 
PROBLEM. SORRY 
TO HAVE 
BOTHERED YOU, 

V DOCTOR J 

V BAXTER. X 





X AND I'LL > 
FIND A WAY 
TO PAY YOU 
BACK FOR THE 
N CLOTHES, v 


r THANKS 
AGAIN FOR 
DOING ALL 
v THIS, a 


IT'S OKAY- 
REALLY I'M MORE 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
HAVING YOU 
COME INTO SUCH 
W A MESS. ^ 


" MY 
PLEASURE 


...AND THEY 

r SAID BECAUSE OF THE ^ 
NURSING SHORTAGE IN THE 
CITY, THEY'LL REASSIGN ME 
ELSEWHERE, SO FAR, NO 
v ONE KNOWS HOW LONG , 
THAT'LL BE. 


BUT YOUR ^Nj 
CONCERN IS VERY ^ 
KIND. THAT DOESN'T 
HAPPEN MUCH IN . 
MY LIFE. 


^ WHAT ABOUT YOU? ^ 
IS YOUR MEMORY GETTING 
ANY BETTER? 


NO. NOT 
MUCH. NOTHING 
THAT MAKES SENSE 
^ ANYWAY. ^ 


BUT I KEEP 

r THINKING... DID I 1 
HAVE ANY FRIENDS? 

FAMILY? I MEAN, 
DIDN'T ANYONE COME 
VISIT ME ALL THAT 
V TIME 1 WAS IN A A 
COMA? 






YOUR 

PLACE LOOKS 
, GREAT. , 


JUST MAKE 
YOURSELF AT HOME. 

I'M GOING TO FRESHEN 
UP A BIT. THEN I'LL 
MAKE US SOMETHING 
TO EAT. 

YOU 

HUNGRY? 


STARVING. 







r like ^ 

SOMETHING 
WEIRD, SOME 
THING — 
t UNNATURAL, 


y NO. X. 

GOD WAS 
PROTECTING 
YOU THE 
WHOLE 
-v TIME, J 


ABOUT 

WHAT? 


: X NOTHING X 
/ MUCH. I \ 
REMEMBER A 
LOUD BANG, A 
LOT OF SMOKE" 
AND THEN THE 
FIREMEN WERE 
PUTTING ME IN AN 
AMBULANCE. . 
> WHAT ABOUT / 

you? y 


^ I HAVE TO ASK 
YOU SOMETHING 
WHAT DO YOU 
^ REMEMBER? 




ABOUT LAST 
NIGHT'S 
EXPLOSION. 


X^ BESIDES ME? \ 
^ NOT REALLY. SOME N 
MEN CAME EVERY 
COUPLE MONTHS OR SO. 
THEY DIDN'T LOOK LIKE 
FRIEND Sj THOUGH. MORE 
LIKE LAWYERS OR y 
INSURANCE MEN. X 


r l NEVER 
WARMED UP 
TO THEM. 


DID ANYTHING 
STRANGE HAPPEN 
WITH MY BODY? 


LIKE 

WHAT? 


- / 






"I-- 1 JUST 
KEEP GETTING 
SCATTERED 
IMAGES. 


"FRAGMENTS 
THAT JUST 
CONFUSE ME, ' 


11 DON'T WORRY, 
IT'LL GET BETTER, 
BUT I DO THINK YOU 
NEED TO GET SOME 
SLEEP RIGHT NOW. 
THAT'LL HELP," 


4 









* 



> WHAT ■ 
THE HELL 
WAS 

v THAT? , 





f nX 

"V A 




t Tjjt il 1 

1 vJc 


V Vi? 


tK'» \r J J 

V, 













V 
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YOU 
OKAY IN 
THERE? 


r JIMf 
ANSWER 
. MEf 


' HELLO? 
ARE YOU IN 
. THERE? 


ANSWER 

ME, 

.PLEASE' 


I'M 

COMING 
t IN. , 


BSRi VJ-Si 


























YOU'VE 

r DONE VERY ^ 
WELL FOR YOURSELF. 
A BIG HOUSE. GREAT 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 
PRETTY WIFE” EVEN 
THOUGH SHE'S 
HUMAN. BUT I'LL TRY 
NOT TO HOLD THAT , 
AGAINST HER. 


AND FROM ALL 

w the trophies and ^ 

RIBBONS HANGING AROUND, 
YOU EVEN HAVE A BUNCH 
t OF AWARD WINNING A 
DOGS. 


r how 

MANY OF 
THEM DO YOU 
HAVE NOW? 

FIVE OR 
L. SIX..,? A 


' WHAT 
ARE YOU 
HERE 
FOR? , 














seven? 


WOW!- 
YOU MUST BE 
VERY PROUD 
THAT YOU'RE ABLE 
TO TRAIN THE LOW- 
LEVEL PETS OF THE 
LOW-LEVEL HUMANS. 

THAT'S QUITE 
IMPRESSIVE! NICE TO 
SEE YOU HAVEN'T 
BEEN WASTING 
YOUR SKILLS. 


1 DON'T 

ANSWER TO 

YOU* 




W WELL, 
r THAT'S WHY 1 
I'M HERE, 
ACTUALLY. I'M 
ABOUT TO 
CHANGE . 
L. THAT. A 


YOU'RE 
OUT OF YOUR 
MIND, 



W BECAUSE 
T OUR MCMLN r IS 1 ® G 
HtRtf rich; now; Vla| 

AND Tp.E VV NDCW 
OF GPPCR7 nNl7 v ■ 

ISN'T GOi\G TO LAST 
VER V LONG. 7| ERE S 
lrl-1-N A S ; IF T IN Ti C j| 

BAl.AKCf OF THING'S. ^^BB 
A VOID HAS OPENED 
l UP AND I INTEND 

K TO FfLL ITS / YOU IDIOT! ^B PERHAPS 

/ MALEBOLGlA'S B 
' GONE. HE DIED 1 
YEARS AGO, IF 
THERE WAS A 
CHANCE FOR ANY- 
ONE TO MAKE A 
PLAY, IT WAS THEN! 

YOU'RE WAY 
BEHIND THE CURVE 
ON THIS ONE. 

MAMMON AND 
i OTHERS HAVE i 
L ALREADY BEAT A 
Wk. YOU TO IT ^ 


W BUT THEIR ^ 
r PATH WASN'T 
ALWAYS CLEAR 
OF OBSTACLES 
I THiNK IT tS 
NOW. : THERE'S 
A PtECE OF 
THE PUZZLE 
L THEY WERE 
k MISSING. A 


AND RIGHT M 
f NOW, I HAVE T 
PERFECT CLARITY ( 
AS TO WHAT ' 
NEEDS TO GET 
DONE, BUT I CANT 
DO IT ALONE. SO 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
HELP ME. YOU 
L AND A BUNCH J 
^ OF OTHERS.^ 


YEAH? 
WHY IS 
THAT? 




11 YOU SEE, YEARS 
AGO THEY PLANTED 
A WARRIOR ON THIS 
PLANET. ONE THAT I 
WAS SUPPOSED TO 
TRAIN FOR THEM, 
BECAUSE, LIKE YOU, 
I'D BEEN GIVEN MY 
ORDERS TOO, 


"EVEN AFTER 
MALEBOLGIA'S MURDER, 
I CONTINUED TO 
TRAIN THEIR SOLDIER- 
THOUGH NO ONE 
WANTED TO GUIDE US 
AFTER OUR MASTER'S 
DEATH." 


AND THAT PIECE WILL HAVE A 
HUGE RI PPLE EFFECT ALL THE 
WAY DOWN TO THE ELDERS ' 









BUT NOW THEIR WARRIOR'S 
GONE / VANISHED/ AND 
WE WONT SEE HIS KIND 
AGAIN FOR ANOTHER TWO 
HUNDRED YEARS, 




"AND BY THE 
TIME THEY 
BECOME AWARE 
OF THIS FACT MY 
PLAN WILL HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN 
PUT INTO 
MOTION 
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"I DON'T SEE WHAT ANY 
OF THAT HAS TO DO 
WITH ME. I'VE ALREADY 
MOVED ON/' 


"MOVED ON? NO' 
YOU MOVED AWAY... 
FROM EVERYTHING 
YOU WERE MEANT TO 
BE. OUR DUTY IS TO 
PROTECT AND DELIVER 
OUR BIRTHPLACE TO 
ULTIMATE VICTORY 


"HEAVEN AND EARTH 
HAVE MADE WAY TOO MUCH 
PROGRESS OF LATE. WE NEED 
TO TURN BACK THAT TIDE, 
EVEN IF OUR OWN LEADERS 
HAVE LOST SIGHT OF THAT. IF 
THEY DON'T WANT TO FIGHT 
THIS WAR THEN WE WILL" 


"IMPOSSIBLE, 
THEY'LL NEVER 
ALLOW THAT 
TO HAPPEN." 


"I DON'T INTEND ON ASKING 
THEIR PERMISSION/ 







"BECAUSE AFTER MALEBOLGIA 
DIED, THEY TOOK THEIR EVE OFF 
THE BALL. FORGETTING EVERY 
AGENT THEY'VE EVER SENT TO 
EARTH, THEY CUT US LOOSE, 
IGNORED US. AND BECAUSE OF 
THAT, WE'RE ALL IN FREE FALL. 


SO WE HAVE A CHOICE NOW" 
EITHER WE CHOOSE TO GO OUR 
SEPARATE WAYS, CONTINUING 
TO SEGREGATE OURSELVES 
FROM ONE ANOTHER" WHICH IN 
TIME WILL LEAD US TO TURNING 
ON ONE ANOTHER— Oft WE 
CAN BAND TOGETHER 


"AS A GROUP WE CAN AT 
LEAST TRY TO PROTECT WHAT’S 
RIGHTFULLY OURS. BUT TO DO 
THAT. WE HAVE TO STOP THE 
BACK SUD INC WE’VE ALL BEGUN, 
CONTROLLING OUR FATE WON'T 
COME BY INDULGING IN MAN’S 
TEMPTATIONS. OUR GOAL ISN'T TO 
TRY AND BE LIKE THEM ... IT'S TO 
TRY AND LORD OVFR THEM , 


"OR WE CAN SIMPLY STAND BY 
AND WAIT UNTIL THE ELDERS 
SEND DOWN THEIR AGENDAS 
AGAIN, AND RECRUIT US BACK 
INTO THEIR SELF 'SERVING 
MISSION. AND WHEN THAT 
HAPPENS, NONE OF US WILL 
BE GIVEN A CHOICE, 


"JUST LIKE EVERY PAST 
WAR, ANYONE TRYING TO 
DEFY THEM HAD THEIR 
HOUSES BURNED AND THEIR 
FAMILIES SLAUGHTERED. 
THEN EACH TRAITOR WAS 
BLUDGEONED TO DEATH. 


"AND THEY'LL 
DO THE SAME 
AGAIN THING... 
















"6UT WE BOTH KNOW 
'HIDING tN PLAIN 
SIGHT J WONT HELP 
YOU WHEN THE ELDERS 
COME CALLING. 
INSTEAD THEY'LL PICK 
US OFF ONE AT A TIME 
FOR OUR BETRAYALS. 
AND WE'LL FALL." 


... BECAUSE WHEN 
PUSH COMES TO 
SHOVE- THEY KNOW 
WE'RE ALL AFRAID 
OF THEM. 


AND BY THAT LOOK IN 
YOUR EYES THEY'D BE 
RIGHT. BUT GUYS LIKE YOU 
DON'T THINK YOU'RE 
SCARED— INSTEAD, YOU 
THINK YOU'VE GOT A PLAN. 
CONVINCING YOURSELF 
THAT SOMEHOW YOU'LL 
RE THE ONE TO SURVIVE. 
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"SO YOU START TO ACT 
AND LOOK AND BEHAVE 
LIKE SOMETHING YOU'RE 
NOT. WHY? BECAUSE IF YOU 
PRETEND TO BE A HUMAN, 
THEN YOU THINK THAT THEIR 
NEW WARRIORS WILL THINK 
YOU ARE A HUMAN, 
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,1 each And every 
ONE OF US WILL 
EVENTUALLY FALL. 






TEMPORARILY CREATING 
A HOLE THAT HEAVEN 
WILL EXPLOIT TO THEIR 
ADVANTAGE," 
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"YOU'RE RIGHT, I CANT 
TAKE THEM BOTH ON. tT 
NOT ALONE, AT LEAST 
WHICH IS WHY I'M HERE 
TONIGHT. YOU'RE GOING 
TO JOIN MET 


"SO AS MUCH AS I MIGHT 
DISPISE OUR CREATORS, 
THE THOUGHT OF HEAVEN 
GETTING THE JUMP ON US, 
BECAUSE OUR LEADERS 
HAVE THEIR HEADS UP 
THEIR ASSES, ANGERS ME 
EVEN MOREJ" 


"YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT A SUICIDE 
MISSION, CLOWN. 
YOU CANT TAKE ON 
HEAVEN AND HELL 
AT THE SAME TIME' 
NO ONE'S THAT 
CRAZY' " 


j 


■ BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
YOU’VE IMMERSED YOURSELF 
IN MANKIND LONG ENOUGH 
THAT I'M BANKING ON YOU 
BEING ABLE TO UNDERSTAND 
THEIR TRUE NATURE." 


■’BECAUSE I’VE 
HEARD ABOUT 
YOUR NATURAL - 
BORN SKILLS MANY 
TIMES. THOSE WILL 
COME IN HANDY. 













"..THEN 
WE NEED 
TO 

EXPLOIT 

MAN'S 

nature. 


IF HEAVEN 
IS GOING 
TO EXPLOIT 
HELL'S 
NATURE... 


BECAUSE IF WE 
CONTROL MAN 
THEN WE CONTROL 
THEIR RELIGIONS, 
GIVING US A DIRECT 
PIPELINE TO GOD 
HIMSELF!" 


"AND EVERY' 
THING THEY'RE 
CAPABLE OF, 









‘'IMAGINE WHAT WE'D 
ACCOMPLISH IF WE 
PENETRATED THE CATES 
OF HEAVEN J 


EVERYTHING THEN 
WOULD FINALLY 

be OUR6f 


11 WITH HIM OUT 
OF THE PICTURE, 
THERE'S NOTHING 
TO STOP US. 




"BUT THAT GLORIOUS 
MOMENT BEGINS ONE 
SMALL STEP AT A 
TIME* THE FIRST OF 
WHICH IS TAKING 

advantage OF THE 

VOID THAT THEIR 
SPAWN RECENTLY 
CREATED FOR US. 




NOTHING 
TO BLOCK 
OUR PATH. 
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"...EXCEPT 
ONE THING.. 



' ' 

"NOTHING to 
HOLD US BACK... 
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..AND THAT'S 

FEAR 

IT&eLF/" 



















OBVIOUSLY, X 
F I DIDN'T MAKE \ 
MYSELF VERY 
CLEAR, THIS WASN'T 
A NEGOTIATION, 


I'LL GIVE YOU TWO J 
DAYS TO GET / 
.YOUR THINGS IN A 
N. ORDER. X 

f I CAN ^ 

L /afford to 

^ BE PATIENT 

^ l A LITTLE 
& V LONGER. . 


^ I'LL BE BACK ^ 
WHEN YOU CHANGE 
v YOUR MIND, > 


r DON'T ^ 
HOLD YOUR 
. BREATH, 


ISN'T THAT 
RIGHT LITTLE LUCY? 
YOU'RE A GOOD 
DOG AREN'T YOU? 
YES YOU ARE! 


r SO NOW IT BEGINS, AND ^ 
TONIGHT YOU RE MY FIRST 
RECRUIT. MY NEW RIGHT-HAND 
s. MAN-- SO TO SPEAK. 


THAT WAS A GREAT \ 
^ SERMON. I'M NOT BUYING 
IT THOUGH, I TOLD YOU, I'M 
CONTENT WHERE I'M AT. BELIEVE 
ME, I ALREADY KNOW THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF MY ACTIONS, 
X BUT I CA/VTGO BACK TO > 
THAT LIFE AGAIN, 


3 


EXCUSE 


M 




NO 


ESPECIALLY " 
NOT FOR 
SOMEONE LIKE 
YOU, ^ 
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A WHERE ^ 
ELSE WOULD I 
POSSIBLY WANT 
TO GO? . 4 


THANK 

YOU... 


FOR 

WHAT? 


...the 

strength to 
understand, your 
blessed mysteries 
have always 
shown me... 


OH GOD, 
YOU RE ALL 
RIGHT? , 


r i was l 
so 

SCARED. 

I DIDN'T 
THINK YOU 
WERE 
k COMING , 
L BACK. A 


FOR LETTING ME KNOW 
SOMEONE tS LISTENING 
TO MY PRAYERS. 


' YOU RE ' 
A GOOD 
WOMAN, 
SARA. I'M 
SORRY I 
WORRIED 
v YOU. v 


THAT'S OKAY. 
EVERYTHING'S 
FINE NOW... 






1 TOOK W 

W AN INVENTORY 
W before you ^ 

f ARRIVED. WE'VE GOT . 
r SEVEN DEAD, ALL OF 1 

whom look like they 

WENT THROUGH A PAPER 
SHREDDER r ANOTHER 
HALF DOZEN WOUNDED. 
THIRTY KILOS OF UNCUT 
COKE. ALONG WITH 
L HOLES THE SIZE OF j 
L A SMALL METEOR, A 
1 RIPPING THROUGH M 
THE ENTIRE 
BUILDING. 


r CHRIST i ^ 
IIW GETTING 
TOO OLD FOR 
l THIS CRAP. , 


SHOCKINGLY, 

NO ONE'S WILLING 
. TO TALK, ^ 


YOU 

THINKING 
WHAT I'M 
THINKING? 
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EVERYTHING'S 

PERFECT/'' 
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SEEMS 

LIKE 

DEJA VU 
ALL OVER 
AGAIN? 


MY 

SENTIMENTS 

EXACTLY, 

. SIR. ^ 













